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OPTICIANS ACT, 1920-1935. 

BEING 

OPTICIANS ACT, 1920, No. 1443 OF 1920 [ASSENTED TO 
lsT DECEMBER, 1920.] 

AS AMENDED BY 

OPTICIANS ACT AMENDMENT ACT, 1922, No. 154.S OF 1922 
[ASSEN'l'ED TO 21S'l' DECEMBER, 1922,] 

OPTICIANS ACT AMENDMENT ACT, 1923, No. 1591 OF 1923 
[ASSENTED TO 6'rn DECEi\'IBER, 1923,] 

OPTICIANS ACT AMENDMENT ACT, 1924, No. 1642 OF 1924 
[ASSENTED TO 24TH DECEMBER, 1924.] 

AND 

STATUTE LAW REVISION ACT, 1935, No. 2246 OF 1935 
[ASSENTED TO 19TH DECEMBER, 1935.] 

An Act to secure the better training of opticians and to 
regulate their practice, and for other purposes. 

BE IT ENACTED by the Governor of the State of South 
.Australia, with the advice and consent of the Parliament 
thereof, as follows: 

PART I. 

PRELIMINARY. 

1. This Act may be cited as the '' Opticians Act, 1920-1935,'' 
and shall come into operation on a day to be fixed by pro­
clamation. 

2. The provisions of this Act are arranged as follows:­

PART r.-Preliminary. 

PART Ir.-The Board of Optical Registration­

DIVISION r.-Oonstitution of the board: 

DIVISION n.-Powers and duties of the board. 

PART nr.-Registered opticians and spectacle sellers. 

PART I. 

Short title. 

Arrangement 
of Act. 

Administration: On 24th May, 1937, no proclamation was in force committing the administra­
tion of this Act to any Minister other than the Chief Secretary. 

s. 1. This Act was procilaimed to commence on 23rc1 June, 1921: Gazette 23rd June, 1921, 
p. 1315. 
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PART rv.-Register of opticians and spectacle sellers. 

PART v.-Miscellaneous. 

Interpretation. 3. In this Act, unless inconsistent with the context or 

PART II, 

DIVISION I, 

Constitution 
of board, 

subject matter-

" Board" means the Board of Optical Registration con­
stituted by this Act: 

'' certified optician'' means a person who is the holder of 
a certificate in force issued under subsection (1) of 
section 22 of this Act, entitling him to practice 
optometry: 

"co-operating State" means the United Kingdom, and 
any state or colony within His Majesty's dominions 
with which reciprocal arrangements have been made 
by the hoard for the recognition of the stati1S of 
persons engaged in the practice of optometry: 

''Minister'' means the Chief Secretary or other Minister 
of the Crown charged with the administration of this 
Act: 

"optometry" or "the practice of optometry" means the 
employment of methods, other than the use of drugs, 
medicine, or surgery, for the measurement of the 
powers of vision, and the adaptation of lenses for the 
aid thereof : 

''register'' means the register of certified opticians and 
licensed spectacle sellers hereinafter mentioned: 

"registrar" means the per~on who for the time being 
holds the office of registrar by appointment under 
this Act; the term includes an acting registrar. 

PART II. 

THE BOARD OF OPTICAL REGISTRATION. 

DrvrnroN I.-CoNSTITUTION OF THE BoARD. 

4. (1) A board to be called the "Board of Optical Regis­
tration,'' shall be constituted for carrying this Act into effect. 

(2) The board shall consist of five persons, one of whom 
shall be chairman of the board. 
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5. (1) The members of the board shall, as soon as is 
practicable after the commencement of this Act, be appointed 
by the Governor, and shall consiRt of three persons deemed 
by the Governor to be competent opticians and of two legally 
qualified medical practitioners: Provided that if the requisite 
number of legally qualified medical practitioners are umvil­
ling to act as members of the board the Governor may appoint 
one or two persons deemed by him to be competent opticians 
to be members of the hoard according to the deficiency in 
the number of legally qualified medical practitioners. 

(2) The Governor shall appoint one of the members of the 
board to be chairman of the board. 

( 3) Subject to this Act such members shall remain in office 
for a period of three years or until the board has been newly 
appointed as hereinafter provicled. 
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PART II, 

DIVISION I. 

First board to 
be appointed 
by Governor, 

6. (1) On the expiration of the period for which the Oonstitution of 

members of the first board have been appointed, another seco
nd 

boa
rd

' 

board shall be appointed by the Governor after being respec-
tively nominated, as follows, namely:-

r. two certified opticians, and one legally qualified 
medical practitioner shall be nominated by the 
Minister,: 

II. one certified optician and one legally qualified medical 
practitioner shall be nominated by certified 
opticians: 

Provided that if the requisite number of legally qualified 
medical practitioners are unwilling to act as members of the 
board on the nomination of the Minister or certified opticians, 
then in lieu of any of such legally qualified medical prac­
titioners mentioned in subdivisions r. and II. hereof, a certified 
optician may be nominated by the Minister or certified 
opticians, as the case may require. 

(2) Subject to this Act such persons shall remain in office 
for three years or until their successors are appointed. 

7. At the expiration of the said period of three years, and Constitution of 

f 1 . . l f tl f l . t subsequent, a ter eac 1 successive penoc o iree years, a res 1 app01n - hoards. 

ment of members of the board shall be made in like manner 
as is hereinbefore provided in relation to the second board, 
and the retiring members shall, if still qualified, be eligible 
for renomination and reappointment. 
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DIVISION I. 

Chairman of 
subsequent 
boards. 

Vacancies in 
board. 

Filling 
vacancy in 
boards. 
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8. The persons constituting the second and subsequent 
boards shall elect one of their number to be chairman of the 
board. 

9. If any member of the board­

( a) dies; 

( b) resigns; 

( c) ceases to reside in the State; 

( d) becomes insolvent or makes an assignment for the 
benefit of, or a composition ·with, his creditors, for 
less than twenty shillings in the pound; 

( e) becomes insane; 

(f) absents himself from three consecutive meetings of 
the board without leave obtained from the board 
in that behalf; 

(g) is removed from the board by the Governor; or 

( h) not being a legally qualified medical practitioner or 
a person deemed by the Governor to be a com­
petent optician and appointed to the first board 
ceases to be registered under this Act, or is sus­
pended from practising optometry-

his seat shall become vacant. 

10. (1) If any vacancy occurs in the board during the 
period for which the first members of the board have been 
appointed, the Governor may appoint some competent person 
to fill such vacancy. 

(2) If the seat of any member appointed to any subsequent 
board by the Governor becomes vacant the Governor may 
appoint some competent person to fill such vacancy. 

(3) The person appointed by the Governor, under sub­
section (1) hereof shall be a legally qualified medical prac­
titioner or a person deemed by the Governor to be a com­
petent optician according to the vacancy to be :filled, and the 
person appointed under subsection (2) hereof, shall be nomi­
nated by the Minister or by the certified opticians according 
to the vacancy to be filled and shall be a certified optician or 
a legally qualified medical practitioner according to the 
calling of the person whose seat has become vacant: Pro­
vided that in case the vacancy referred to in subsection (1) 
hereof is in the seat of a legally qualified medical practitioner, 
and no suitable legally qualified medical practitioner is willing 
to act in the vacant seat, the Governor may appoint a person 
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deemed by him to be a competent optician, and, in case the 
vacancy referred to in subsection (2) hereof is in the seat of a 
legally qualified medical practitioner, and no suitable legally 
qualified medical practitioner is willing to act in the vacant 
seat, the Minister or the certified opticians ( according to the 
person or persons by whom the person whose seat has become 
vacant has been nominated) may nominate a certified optician 
to fill such vacancy, and the person so nominated may be 
appointed by the Governor accordingly. 

( 4) The person so appointed shall hold office for the unex­
pired period of office of the person in whose place he was 
appointed, but he may be renominated and reappointed to 
be a member, if qualified for membership under this Act. 

11. (1) If in any case the person or persons having the 
right to nominate a person for appointment as a member fails 
or fail to give notice in ·writing to the Clerk of the Executive 
Council of the nomination within two months after being 
requested in writing by the said clerk to make such nomina­
tion the Governor may appoint a member without nomination. 

(2) In the case of certified opticians the request to 
nominate shall be duly made by being published in the Gazette. 

(3) If the appointment made by the Governor under this 
section is to. the first board the person appointed shall be a 
legally qualified medical practitioner, or a person deemed by 
the Governor to be a competent optician, as the case may 
require. If such appointment is to the second or any subse­
quent board, the person so appointed shall be a legally 
qualified medical practitioner, or a certified optician, as the 
case may require: Provided that if no suitable legally quali­
fied medical practitioner is willing to be appointed under this 
section the Governor may appoint a person deemed by him 
to be a competent optician if such appointment is to the first 
board, or a certified optician if such appointment is to the 
second or any subsequent board. 

( 4) A member appointed pursuant to this section shall be 
deemed to have been appointed after being nominated by the 
person or persons having the right to nominate. 
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PART II, 

DIVISION I. 

Appointment 
without nomi~ 
nation on 
failure to 
nominate. 

12. The Governor may remove any member of the board Removal of 

f f , , members from 
or neglect o duty, mcompetency, dJShonourable conduct, or boa1·d. 

other cause deemed sufficient by the Governor. 
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DIVISION II, 

Board may 
appoint, 
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examiners. 

Member of 
board may 
not act as 
examiner. 

Various 
powers of the 
boa1·d. 
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13. The rules set- forth in the :first schedule shall apply to 
the business, conduct, and proceedings of the board, and shall 
be observed, but may be revoked or altered wholly or in part 
by the regulations. 

DIVISION II.-PoWERS AND DuTrns OF THE BoARD. 

14. (1) The board may, from time to time-

( a) appoint a registrar ( who shall also act as secretary 
to the board) and s11cl1 examiners as it thinks 
necessary for giving effect to this Act; and 

(b) out of the funds at its disposal pay to the registrar 
such salary as it thinks :fit, and to such examiners 
such fees as may be prescribed. 

( 2) All such persons shall hold office during the pleasure of 
the board. 

15. No member of the board shall act as examiner under 
section 20, but may be appointed and act as an examiner at 
any other examination, and shall be entitled to any fees 
granted by the board to such examiners. 

16. The board from time to time-

( a) may temporarily suspend any certified optician or 
licensed spectacle seller from the practice or pur­
suit of his calling in any case where such suspen­
sion appears to the board to be necessary: 

(b) may decide upon the removal from the register of 
the name of any person for disobeying this Act or 
for other misconduct, and the cancelling of the 
annual certificate or licence of any person whose 
name is so removed, and may restore to the 
register the name of any person so removed: 

( c) may remove from the register the name of any 
person who, having held a certificate or licence, 
fails to pay the annual fee, and may restore any 
name so removed on such terms and conditions as 
to payment of fees in arr ear or otherwise as the 
board thinks :fit : 

(cl) shall, as necessity arises, hold examinations of 
persons desiring to qualify for registration as 

s. 16. R v. THE OPTICAL BOARD OF REGIS'l'RATION AND OTHERS; ,Ex pa.rte QURBAN (1933') 
S.A.S.R. 1. ·where the coUl't was of opinion that the board was in reality t:he, 
accuser in proceedings against an optician for miscomluct, helcl that it was dis­
qualified by want of impartiality from hearing and determining fhe charges against 
the optician. 
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certified opticians under this Act, and :fix the 
places where, and the times when, examinations 
shall be held: 

( e) may issue and cancel certificates and licences; 

and generally may do any other act or duty which may be 
necessary or expedient for effectually carrying out this Act. 

17. (1) The board may by summons require the attend­
ance of any person who applies for registratjon, and of any 
other person, and may examine or question any such person 
or any witnesses who attend before the board, upon oath, 
affirmation, or otherwise, and for any such purposes the 
chairman may administer an oath or affirmation. 

(2) Eve1•y summons issued by the board requiring the 
attendance of any person or the production of any documents, 
shall have the same effect as a subpama issued by the 
Supreme Comt in a civil action; and the obedience thereto 
or non-observance thereof may be enforced and punished by 
a judge of the said court sitting in chambers in the same 
manner as in the case of the disobedience or non-observance 
of a subpcena issued by the said court. 
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PART II, 

DIVISION II, 

Boa1·d may 
require atten· 
dance of wit·· 
ne-sses, &c. 

18. (1) The board may enter into a reciprocal arrangement Reciprocity. 

·with the Board of Optical Registration or other competent 
authority of the United Kingdom or of any state or colony 
within His Majesty's dominions for the recognition of the 
status of any person authorised by such board or other 
authority to practise optometry in such country, state, or 
colony, and the registration of such persons under this Act. 

(2) Any such arrangement may contain a condition that 
any such person applying to be registered under this Act 
shall furnish additional satisfactory evidence of character 
and competency. 

19. All moneys received by the board under this Act, 
except such sum, not exceeding seventy-five pounds in any 
one :financial year, as is required for the payment of expenses 
of the execution of this Act, shall be paid to the Treasurer for 
the public uses of the State. 

Disposal of 
fees, &c. 

s, 18. Up to 24th May, 1937, reciprocal arrangements uncler s. 18 have been macle with the 
Tasmanian Boarcl of Optical Registration. 

N-Vol. 6, 
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PART III. 

REGISTERED OPTICIANS AND SPECTACLE 
SELLERS. 

Qualifications 20. (1) SubJ'ect to this Act, anv I)erson of or over the age for registra- J 

tion. of twenty-one years shall be entitled to be registered and 

Amended by 
1545, 1922, 
5. 2. 

receive a certificate as a certified optician under this Act-

( a) who, during the full period of three years next before 
the commencement of this Act, has been bona fide 
engaged in the practice of optometry in this State, 
and who passes, to the satisfaction of two 
examiners to be appointed by the Governor-one 
of whom shall be a legally qualified medical prac­
titioner and the other a person deemed by the 
Governor to be a competent optician-an elemen­
tary practical examination in optometry deemed 
sufficiently comprehensive to reasonably safeguard 
the public against possible injury arising from 
ignorance or incompetence : Provided he is of good 
character and makes application for registration 
in the prescribed form before the thirty-first day 
of March, 1923, and produces to the board such 
evidence of his title to registration as the board 
may reasonably require: Provided that if no suit­
able legally qualified medical practitioner is willing 
to act as examiner the Governor may appoint as 
the two examiners above mentioned two persons 
deemed by him to be competent opticians ; or 

(b) who, having complied with this Act as to training, 
examination, and otherwise, has received from the 
board's examiners a certificate of competency, and 
produces the same to the board, together with 
evidence satisfactory to the board that he is of 
good character; or 

( c) who is qualified to practise optometry in any co~ 
operating· State, is of good character, and has 
otherwise complied with any conditions authorised 
by this Act; or 

(d) who proves to the satisfaction of the board that he 
holds some certificate or other evidence of quali~ 
fication prescribed by the regulations to be suffi­
cient to entitle him to be registered, and that he is 
of good character; or 

( e) who has been on active service, is of good charactel', 
and was during the full period of three years next 
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before the date of his enlistment for active service 
bona fide engaged in the practice of optometry in 
this State; 

who makes a statutory decaration in the form pre­
scribed that he had during the full period of seven 
years next before the first day of December, nine­
teen hundred and twenty, been carrying on the 
practice of optometry in the State as a means of 
livelihood at a fixed place of business within the 
State, and produces to the board statutory 
declarations from at least two other persons that 
he had so practised: Prov1ded he is of good 
character and makes application in the prescribed 
form, and accompanied by the declarations above 
ref erred to, within two months from the com­
mencement of the Opticians Act Amendment Act, 
1924. . 

(2) In this section "active service" means service in the 
war with Germany which commenced on the fourth day of 
August, nineteen hundred and fourteen, and with the allies of 
Germany in that war, as a member of-

(a) the Australian Imperial Force or the Royal Aus­
tralian Navy; or 

(b) His Majesty's Army or Navy; or 

( c) any naval or military force raised in any country 
forming part of His Majesty's Dominions for ser­
vice in such war outside the country wherein such 
force was raised. 

21. (1) Subject to this Act any person of or over the age 
of twenty-one years shall, upon payment of the prescribed 
fee, be entitled without examination to be registered as a 
spectacle seller, and to receive. a licence in that behalf from 
the board. 

(2) Any person not being a licensed spectacle seller under 
this Act who sells spectacles by retail shall be liable to a 
penalty not exceecUng, ten pounds. 

(3) Nothing in this Act shall be construed to authorise or 
permit spectacle sellers who are not certified opticians fo 
practice optometry or to dispense oculists' or opticians' pre­
sc;iriptions for glasses. 

22. (1) The board shall upon registration, and thereafter 
annually upon payment therefor of the prescribed fee, issue 

387 
PART III, 

Substituted 
by 1642, 
1924, s. 3. 

Person selling 
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Boa.rd to 
issue certift­
cates, 
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to every person entitled to practise optometry, and applying 
for the same, a certificate in the form in the second schedule. 

(2) The board shall, upon the registration of a spectacle· 
seller under section 21 of this Act, and thereafter annually 
upon payment therefor of the prescribed fee, issue to every 
person thus registered a licence in the form in the third 
schedule, 

(3) Such certificates and licences shall be in force until 
arid inclusive of the thirty-first day of December next after· 
th0 issue thereof. 

RegiSti·ation 23. (1) There shall be payable to the board, in respect of' and licence 
fees. the registration of any certifif,d optician who applies to be· 

Failure t.o pay 
annual iee. 

Registration 
not to imply 
medical 
qualification, 
etc. 

Amended by 
S.L.R. Act, 
1936. 

registered under this Act, a fee of three pounds, and an 
annual fee thereafter of one pound for each renewal of the 
certificate. 

(2) There shall be payable to the board in ,espect of the· 
registration of any person who applies to be registered under 
section 21 of this Act a fee of one pound, and an annual fee 
thereafter ten shillings for each renewal of the licence. 

(3) The annual fees hereby prescribed shall be payable to· 
the board by every person registered under this Act on or 
before the first clay of January in each year following the, 
year in ·which he is registered. 

24. Every person who, having held a certificate or licence 
under this Act, has failed to make payment to the board of 
the annual fee within the time hereinbefore provided for pay­
ment thereof, and afterwards applies to the board for sucb. 
certificate or licence, shall not be entitled thereto unless he 
furnishes to the board a satisfactory reason for having failed 
to make such payment, together ,vith proof of good character 
in the meantime. 

25. Registration under this Act shall not confer upon any 
person any right or title--

( a) to be registered under the Medical Practitioners Act, 
1919, or any Act amending or in substitution for 
the same; or 

( b) to assume the title of oculist or any other name, 
title, or designation implying that he is by law 
recognised as a medical practitioner, or that he 
is qualified to practise ophthalmic medicine or 
surgery; or 
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( c) to administer any drug for the purpose of paralysing 
the accommodation of the eye; or 

( d) to sell, supply, or prescribe any drug for, or to 
treat, any disease of the eye, 

26. The registrar shall, in the month of January in each 
year, cause to be published in the Gazette a list of persons 
who have taken out certificates and licences under section 22 
of this Act for the then current year. 

27. (1) Subject to this Act any certified optician shall be 
ent1t1ecl to practise optometry and dispense oculists' prescip­
tions for glasses in any part of the State. 

(2) After the expiration of six months from the commence­
ment of this Act no person who is not a legally qualified 
medical practitioner, or a certified optician, shall practise 
optometry, test eyesight, or dispense oculists' or opticians' 
prescriptions for glasses in aiiy part of this State: Provided 
that this provision shall not be construed to prevent any 
person from engaging in the actual craft of lens-grinding and 
spectacle-making, nor to debar any apprentice indentured to 
a certiried optician from obtaining the practice and experj_ence 
:in sight-testing and in the dispensing of piescriptions for\ 
glasses necessary to enable him to qualify as a certified 
optician. 

(3) Any person offending against subsection (2) hereof 
shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds. 

28. (1) After the expiration of six months from the com­
mencement of this Act no person who is not a legally qualified 
medical practitioner or a certified optician under this Act 
shall-

( a) assume or use the title of ''optician,'' or any other 
title prescribed by the regulations to designate 
opticians or the practice of optometry; or 

(b) use or exhibit any title, term, or sigll which may be 
construed to mean that he is qualified to perform 
the duties of a certified optician, or to dispense 
oculists' or opticians' prescriptions for glasses; 

( c) use or exhibit any title, term, or sign implying or 
tending to imply or convey the belief that such 
person is qualified or authorised to test eyesight, 
or that sight-testing is practised, carried on, or 
performed by such person. 

38!J 
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(2) Any person offending against this section shall be 
liable to a penalty not exceeding twenty pounds. 

29. The provisions of sections 27 and 28 shall not apply to 
the legal personal representatives of a certified optician 
actually carrying on business at the time of his death who 
continue such business if and so long as such business is 
carried on under the actual personal supervision and man­
agement of a certified optician and the name of such certified 
optician is set forth on or in every signboard, advertisement, 
or name plate, in which the title, term, or sign referred to 
in section 28 is used by such persons. 

30. (1) After the expiration of six months from the com­
mencement of this Act it shall not be lawful for any company, 
or for any persons or person cauying on business under such 
circumstances that registration under section 4 of the Regis­
tration of Business Names Act, 1928, is necessary-

( a) to carry on or attempt to carry on the business of, 
or pretend; to be certified opticians, eye-sight 
testers, or licensed dispensers of oculists' or 
opticians' prescriptions for glasses; or 

(b) to assume or use the title of certified opticians, dis­
pensing· opticians, oculists, opticians, ophthalmic 
opticians, refractionists, or other word or words 
of similar import, either in the singular or the 
plural; or 

( c) to use or exhibit any title, term, or sign which may 
be construed to mean, or may tend to convey the 
belief, that such company or persons or person is 
or are qualified to practise optometry, test eye­
sight, or dispense oculists i or opticians' prescrip­
tions for glasses, or that optometry sight-testing, 
or the dispensing of such prescriptions is prac­
tised, ·carried on, or performed, by such company 
or persons or person; 

unless every shop or place of business of such company or 
persons or person is carried on under the actual personal 
supervision and management of a certified optician, and the 
name of such certified optician is set forth on or in every sign­
board or advertisement in which sucb title, term, sign, or 
words is or are used by such company or persons or person. 

(2) Any company or persons or person offending against 
this section shall be liable to a penalty of not exceeding ten 
pounds for every day during which the offence has been 
eontinued. 
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(3) Any person aiding or abetting any company or persons 
or person in any such offence shall be liable to a penalty not 
exceeding twenty pounds and not less than three pounds. 

31. (1) Every certified optician who keeps or permits to 
be kept, under his name, any open shop or place of business 
for the practice of optomery or dispensing of oculists' or 
opticians' prescriplions for glasses, save under the actual 
personal supervision and management of himself or of 
another certified optician, shall be liable to a penalty of not 
exceeding twenty pounds, and to a further penalty not ex­
ceeding ten pounds for every day during; which the offence 
has continued after conviction. 

(2) This section shall not come into operation until after 
the expiration of six months from the commencement of this 
Act. 

PART IV. 

REGISTER OF OPTICIANS AND SPECTACLE 
SELLERS. 

32. An accurate register shall be kept by the registrar, in 
accordance with the regulations, to be styled the "Register of 
Opticians and Spectacle Sellers,'' which shall contain a list 
of the names of all persons registered under this Act in 
alphabetical order in each class according to the surnames, 
and shall state the full names and addresses of certified and 
licensed persons, and, subject to this Act, shall contain such 
particulars and be in such form as the board may from time 
to time direct. · 

33. No person shall have his name removed from the 
register without having been been previously given an oppor­
tunity of being personally heard by the board. 

34. The board shall from time to time cause to be erased 
from the register-

(a) 
(b) 

the names of persons who have died; 

any entry in the register which is proved to the satis­
faction· of the board to have been fraudulently or 
incorrectly made. 
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PART V. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

35. Any person who~ 

[Vol. 6 

(a) procures or 'attempts to procure registration, _or a 
certificate of registration, or any other certificate 
or licence under this Act by making or producing, 
or causing to be made or produced, any false and 
fraudulent declaration, certificate, licence, or 
representation, either in writing or otherwise; or 

(b) wilfully makes or causes to be made any falsifica­
tion in an~T manner relating to the register; or 

( c) forges, . alters, or counterfeits any certificate or 
licence, or utters or uses any forged, altered, or 
counter£ eited certificate or licence, knowing the 
same to have been forged, altered, or counter­
feited; or 

( d) makes any false statement upon any examination or 
in any declaration before the board, or utters or 
attempts to utter 01• put off as true before the 
board any false, forged, altered, or counterfeit 
certificate, diploma, licence, letter-testimonial, or 
other title, document, or writing; or 

( e) falsely advertises or publishes himself as having 
obtained registration or a certificate or licence 
under this A.et ; or 

(f) falsely personates a certified optician of a like or 
· different name, or buys, sells, or fraudulently 

obtains a certificate or licence under this A.et 
issued to another, 

shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding one hundred pounds, 
or to be imprisoned for any period not exceeding twelve 
months. 

36. (1) No person shall be entitled to recover payment for 
any services in optometry unless at the time of such services 
being rendered he is a certified optician or a legally qualified 
medical practitioner: Provided that this subsection shall not 
apply to persons or a person or company carrying on business 
as mentioned in sections 29 and 30 under the actual personal 
supervision and management of a certified optician. 

(2) This section shall not come into operation until after 
six months after the commencement of this A.et. 
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37. After the commencement of this Act, any person, 
whether registered under this Act or not, who-

( a) not being a medical pTactitioner, practises or holds 
himself out by any means or device whatsoever 
as practising the profession or calling of an oculist 
or ophthalmic surgeon; or 

(b) not being a medical practitioner, assumes the title 
of oculist or ophthalmic surgeon, or any other 
name, title, or designation implying that he is a 
medical practitioner or is qualified to practise 
ophthalmology or ophthalmic medicine or surgery; 
or 

( c) not being a medical practitioner, prescribes or 
administers any drug for the purpose of paraly­
sing the accommodation of the eye; or 

( d) not being a medical practitioner or registered phar­
maceutical chemist, sells or supplies any drug or 
remedy for, or for treating any disease of the 
eye, 

shall be liable to a penalty of fifty pounds : Provided that the 
sale in the ordinary course of business by any retail store­
keeper or shopkeeper of any patent medicine or proprietary 
medicine or drug commonly sold in a bottle, tin, packet, or 
other container shall not be an offence against paragraph ( d) 
of this section. 

38. Any hawker or other travelling vendor, who is not 
registered under this Act, who peddles, barters, sells or 
offers for sale, exhibits samples of, accepts orders or com­
missions for, or eanies stock of spectacles or eyeglasses, 
shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding ten pounds. 

39. (1) There shall be an appeal against any decision, 
ruling, order, or direction of the board or registrar. Such 
appeal shall be to the Supreme Court, and shall be instituted 
within one month from the making or giving of the decision, 
ruling, order, or direction appealed against. 

(2) Subject as hereinafter mentioned, all proceedings on 
or in connection 'with any such appeal shall be conducted as if 
the appeal were an appeal against an order of a court of 
summary jurisdiction. 

(3) Any notice or other document which, if the appeal 
were an appeal against an order of a court of summary juris­
diction, would be Tequired to be served by the appellant oi1 
any person, may be served on the registrar, and s'i'lch service-
shall be deemed sufficient. ', 
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40. Any sum or sums of money arising from conviction 
and recovery of penalties under this Act shall be paid to the 
board. 

41. (1) The board shall enter or cause to be entered in 
books to be kept for that purpose, a true account of all sums 
of money received and paid under this Act. 

(2) The board shall, in the month of July in each year, 
prepare a balance-sheet showing the income and expenditure 
of the board for the period of twelve months ended on the 
thirtieth day of the preceding month of June, and shall trans­
mit the same to the Minister. 

(3) The accounts of the board may, at least once in every 
year, be audited by the Auditor-General, who shall, in 
respect of such accounts, have all powers which may be 
exercised bY' him under the Audit Act, 1921, and any Act 'for 
the time being- relating to the audit of public accounts. The 
report of such Auditor-General 'on any such audit shall be 
transmitted to the Minister. 

42. All proceedings in respect of offences against this Act 
shall be disposed of summarily. 

43. There shall be an appeal in respect of proceedings in 
respect of offences against this Act. 

44. In the event of an appeal in respect of proceedings in 
respect of offences against this Act, a special case may be 
stated. 

45. (1) The production of a copy of the Gazette purport­
ing to contain any notification relating to any appointment, 
register, registration, erasure, suspension, reinstatement, or 
any other matter under or for the purposes of this Act shall 
be received in all courts and in all proceedings whatsoever 
as prinia facie evidence of the facts therein published. 

(2) Every court shaH take judicial notice of the signatures 
of the chairman and of the registrar of the board. 

(3) In any proceedings by or on behalf of the board, it 
shall not be necessary to prove the appointment of the mem­
bers, chairman, or registrar. 

( 4) Any certificate, if it purports to be signed by the chair­
man and registrar, shall be evidence of the matters stated 
therein, without proof of the s1gnatures or of the official 
character of the persons appearing to have signed the same. 
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( 5) A copy of the Gazette purporting to contain any list 
of certified opticians and licensed spectacle sellers, or a docu­
ment purporting to be signed by the registrar and to be a 
copy of any>such list, shall be prima facie evidence that the 
persons named in such copy of the 1Gazette, or inr such 
document, are registered under this Act for the year therein 
ref erred to, and the absence of the name of any person from 
such copy or document, as the case may be, shall be prima 
facie evidence,1that he is not registered under this Act. 

46. (1) The Governor may from time to time, on the 
recommendation of the board, make regulations for all or any 
of the matters mentioned in the fourth schedule to this Act. 

(2) A regulation may impose a penalty for any breach 
thereof, and may also impose different penalties in case of 
successive breaches; but no such penalty shall exceed ten 
pounds. 

SCHEDULES. 

FIRST SCHEDULE. 

RULES FOR THE CONDUCT OF THE BUSINESS OF THE BOARD, 

1. The chairman shall be the executive officer of the board. 

2. Every appointment and every order, notice, certificate, or other document 
of the board relating to the execution of this Act shall, except where otherwise 
provided by this Act, be sufficiently authenticated if signed by the chairman or 
registrar or any two members of the board, 

3. No business shall be transacted at any meeting of the board unless at least 
three of the members are present when such business is transacted, 

4. The chairman shall preside at all meetings at which he !is present. In t,he 
absence of ,the chairman the members present shall elect fr.om their numbei· a 
chairman for the day. The chairman, or, in his absence, the cliaiTman for the 
day, shall have a vote, and, when there is an equal division of votes upon any 
question, he shall have an additional er casting vote, 

5. All powers vested in the boan:l may be exercised by the majority of the 
members present at any meeting duly held, and all questions shall be decided by 
a majority and by open voting. At all meetings, save as herein otherwise pro­
vided, all members present shall ·V"ote. If a member refuses to vote, his vote 
shall be counted for the negative. 

6. The members present at a meeting may, from time to time, adjourn the 
meeting. If a quorum is not present within half an hour after the time appointed 
for a meeting, the memlJers present, or any one member if only one is present, 
or the registrar if no memb01' is present, may adjourn such meeting to any time 
not later than seven days from the date of such adjournment: Provided that 
nothing herein contained shall be construed to prevent the adjolll'nment of any 
meeting at a later hour of _the same day on which such meeting was appointed 
to be held. 
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7. All notices of miy meeting shall lJe in writing·, and shall be deliverecl per­
sonally or sent by post or otherwise to the address of each of the members at 
least seven days previous to the meeting. 

8. If any member refuses or neglects to act or attend any duly convened 
meeting of the board, all lawful aets and proceedings of the board shall be as 
V'Ulid and effectual as if they had been done or authorised by the full lJoard. 

9. No proceedings of the board shall be invalidated by reason of any defeet 
in any appointment, or by reason of theTe being any vaean0y in the number of 
members at the time of sueh proeeedings, provided that the number of members 
is not reduced lJelow three. 

SECOND SCHEDULE. 

OptiaianB .Act, 1920, 

CERTIFICATE TO PRACTISE OPTOMETRY, 

We do hereby certify tliat 
is registerecl under the Opticians Act, 1920, 

optician, and is entitled to practise optometry until and inclusive 
·first clay of December next. 

residing at 
as a certified 
of the thirty-

Dated at Adelaide this day of 19 
A.B., Chairman l of the Board of 
C.D., Registrar S Optical Registration. 

THIRD SCHEDULE. 

Opticians Act, 1920. 

LICENCE TO SELL SPECTACLES, 

Vv e do hereby certify that residing at 
· is licensed under section 21 of the Optieians Act, 1920, 

::mc1 is entitled to sell spectacles and eyeglasses containing spherical lenses until 
and inclusive of the thirty-first clay of December next. This licence does not 
entitle the licensee to test sight, llispense occulists' or opticians' prescriptions for 
glasses, or to practise optometry. 

Dated at Adelaide this clay of 19 

A.B., Chairman l of the Board of 
C.D., RegistraT S Optical Registration. 

FOURTH SCHEDULE. 

SUBJECT MATTER FOR REGULATIONS. 

1. Regulating the meetings and proceedings of the board and the conduct of 
the business thereof. 

2. Regulating nominations for membership of the board. 

3. Regulating the manner of keeping and controlling the register. 

4. Regulating the granting and issue of certificates and licences and the con­
ditions of admission to the register. 

5. Prescribing what certificates of examinations will be recognised by the board 
as a substitute for the examinations of the board. 

6. Prescribing what certificates, diplomas, membership, degrees, licences,. letteTs 
testiJlllonial, or other titles, status, or documents will be recognised by the board 
as qualifying persons holding them or any of them to be registered under this 
Act, whether immediately or after further examination or training, or both. 



Vol. 6] Opticians Act, 1920-1935. 

7. R,egulaiing the admission to the register of pe1·sons engaged in practising 
,optometry at the commencement of this Act. 

8. Regulating, supervising, and restricting within due limits the practice of 
1>erso11s registered under this Act, 

9. Regulating, supervising, and restricting within due limits the advertising 
matter issued by persons registered and licensed under this Act. 

10. Deciding the conditions under which names may be removed from the 
register by the board, 

11. Prescribing and regulating tho course of tra.ining for persons desiTing to 
l)ractise optometry. 

12. Prescribing and regulating the method, subjects, and scope of examinations 
.and the remuneration of examiners. 

13, Prescribing a scale of fees to be charged and paid in respect of any appli­
•cation, examination, registration, certificate, licence, i11spection, restoration, or 
any other proceeding, act, or thing provi,led or required under this Act, i11 cases 
not pro·viclecl for by tliis Act. 

14. Prescribing forms t0 be used for any of the purposes of this Act. 

15. Generally providing for anything which by this Act is expressed to be pre­
·scribed, or which the Governor considers 11ecessary in orcler to carry out the 
purposes of this Act. 

Regulations. 

On 24th May, 1937, the following regulations were in force 
1.mder this Act:-

GENERAL REGULATIONS AND A:rvrnNmHENTS THEREOF--

Gazette-28th Febrnary, 1929, p. 470. 
27th June, 1929, p. 1494. 
5th September, 1929, p. 570. 
8th March, 1934, p. 462. 

R,EGULATION UNDER THE FEES REGULATION AcT, 1927, AS TO 
THE FEE FOR PERUSING RULES OF THE BOARD OF OPTICAL 
REGISTRATION-

Gc/.zette-19th December, 1929, p. 1311. 

see Constitution 

OYSTER FISHERIES 
see Fisheries. 

PARLIAMENT 
Electoral : Payment of Members of 

Parliament. 
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