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PART I, 

Short title. 

Of. U.K. 
18 & 19 
Geo. 5, c 32. 

Oommen ce
ment of Act. 

Division of 
Act. 

INFLAMMABLE OILS ACT, 1908-1935. 

BEING 

INFLAMMABLE OILS ACT, 1908, No. 958 OF 1908 
[ASSENTED TO 2ND DECEMBER, 1908.] 

AS AMENDED BY 

[Vol. 4 

INFLAMMABLE OILS ACT AMENDMENT ACT, 1909, No. 987 OF 1909 
[ ASSENTED TO 11TH DECEMBER, 1909.] 

INFLAMMABLE OILS ACT AMENDMENT ACT, 1928, No. 1862 OF 1928 
[ASSENTED TO 1ST NOVEMBER, 1928.] 

INFLAMMABLE OILS ACT AMENDMENT ACT, 1933, No. 2130 OF 1933 
[ASSENTED TO 23RD NOVEMBER, 1933.] 

AND 

STATUTE LAW REVISION ACT, 1935, No. 2246 OF 1935 
[ASSENTED TO 19TH DECEMBER, 1935.] 

An Act to regulate the keeping, conveying, and sale of 
inflammable oils. 

BE IT ENACTED by the Governor of the State of South 
Australia, with the advice and consent of the Parliament 
thereof, as follows: 

PART I. 

PRELIMINARY AND INTERPRETATION. 
Preliminary. 

1. This Act may be cited as the "Inflammable Oils Act, 
1908-1935. '' 

2. This Act shall commence on a day to be fixed by procla
mation. 

3. This Act is divided into parts as follows :-
p ART 1.-Preliminary and Interpretation. 
PART n.-Keeping of Inflammable Oil. 
PART m.-Marking of Packages. 
PART rv.-Conveyance of Inflammable Oil. 
PART v.-Government Control and Inspection. 
PART ,r:r.-Testing. 

s. 2. This Act was proclaimed to commence on 1st June, 1909: Gazette 4th March, 1909, 
p. 444. 
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PART v1r.-Legal Proceedings. 

PART vrn.-General Provisions. 

4. The '' Kerosine Storage Act, 1873, '' and the '' Kerosine 
Storage Amendment Act, 187 4,'' are hereby repealed. 

Interpretation. 

5. In this Act, except where otherwise clearly indicated

"boat" means any vessel propelled by oars only: 

''carriage'' includes any bicycle, vehicle, or conveyance 
of whatsoever kind: 

"depot" means any pit, excavation, or enclose<l place, 
whether situate in a building or 1wt, which is con
structed in such manner or surrounded by walls of 
such character that inflammable oil stored therein 
cannot escape therefrom in the form of liquid, either 
under the action of fire or otherwise : 

"Gazette" means the The South Australian Govern
ment Gazette: 

'' Government Analyst'' means the person for the time 
being holding the office of Government Analyst 
under appointment by the Governor, or the person 
so appointed to perform the duties of the Govern
ment Analyst for the time being: 

"inland water'' means any canal, river, lake, or water 
which is not tidal water: 

"master" includes every person, except a pilot or 
Government officer, in command or charge. of a ship; 
and in reference to any boat belonging to a ship 
means the master of the ship, and in reference to 
any other boat includes every person having com
mand or charge of such boat: 

"Minister" means the Minister of the Crown for th8 
time being administering this Act : 

''package'' includes every means by which goods may be 
cased, covered, enclosed, contained, or packed: 

"place" means any part of land or water, and includes 
anything thereon : 
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s, 5, The administration of this Aet was by proelamation eommitted to the Minister o:f 
Industry: Gazette 17th November, 1932, p. 953. 
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"prescribed" means prescribed by this A.et or by regu
lations under this A.et : 

"protected work" means-

( a) a building in which any person , dwells, or in which 
persons are accustomed to assemble for purposes of 
public concourse, public religious worship, public 
entertainment or amusement, education, or discus
sion,_ public offices, stores (bonded or free, or bonded 
and free combined), and other warehouses : 

(b) a building in which persons are employed for the 
purpose of any trade or business, and which is not 
situate on premises registered or stores licensed 
under Part II. of this Act: 

(o) a dock, wharf (as defined in this section), or timber 
yard, and any part of a harbour, port, or river where 
it is customary for ships to berth, moor, or lie: 

(d) subject to the provisions of section 15 of this .Act a 
depot in which any inflammable oil is kept: 

( e) any other place which the Governor by proclamation 
in the Gazette declares to be a protected work: 

'' screen wall'' means a wall of brick, stone, concrete, 
solid earth, or other substance efficient for the pur
pose of preventing the spread of fire from any one 
place to any other place, and shall be deemed to 
intervene when straight lines flrawn from every 
part of a depot to every part of a protected work 
pass through such screen wall: 

"ship" includes every description of vessel used in navi
gation not propelled by oars only: 

"this _l\.ct" includes any licence, ce-rti:ficate, order, rule, 
or regulation gfanted or made in pursuance of this 
Act: 

"tidal water" means any part of the sea or inlet thereof. 
or of a river or other water within the ebb and flow 
of the tides at ordinary spring tides : 

"town" means the City of Adelaide and any municipality 
· incorporated under the Local Government A.et, 1934, 

or any Act amending or substituted for the same : 

"wharf" includes any quay, landin~ place, landing stage, 
jetty, pier, hulk, or other place at which goods are 
landed, loaded, or unloaded. 
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6. "Inflammable oil" means any oil, liquid, or spirit derived 
wholly or in part from any petroleum, shale, schist, coal, peat, 
bitumen, or any other similar substance; and, which has a true 
flashing point of less than one hundred and fifty degrees 
Fahrenheit; and any other liquid which the Governor, by 
proclamation in the Gazette, declares to be an inflammable oil. 

7. ]!""1or the purposes of this Ac1 inflammable oils are 
divided into "petrol" and "kerosine"; and 

(a) "petrol" means any inflammable oil which has a true 
flashing point of less than seventy-three degrees 
Fahrenheit; and 

(b) "kerosine" means any inflammable oil which has a 
true :flashing point of not less than seventy-three 
degrees Fahrenheit. 

8. For the purposes of this Act the true :flashing point of 
an inflammable oil shall be that defined in the schedule hereto 
when the oil is tested in the manner set forth in the said 
schedule. 

PART II. 

KEEPING OF INFLAMMABLE OIL. 

9. Stores or premises may, upon payment of such fees and 
subject to such conditions as are prescribed, be licensed or 
registered by the chief inspector for the keeping of inflam
mable oil. 

10. No person shall keep inflammable oil except in a 
licensed store or in registered premises : Provided that 
nothing shall prevent the keeping of inflammable oil-

(a) in quantities not e x:ceeding the following :-

r. four hundred gallons of kerosine, if no petrol is 
kept by any person within a distance of fifty 
feet thereof, or if any petrol is so kept, then 
if either the petrol or the kerosine is kept 
completely surrounded by a screen wall : 

II. one hundred gallons of kerosine if petrol is kept 
by any person within a distance of fifty feet 
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s. 6. Details of the proclamation of an infla=able oil are set out in the footnote to section 46. 
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thereof, and neither the petrol nor the kero
sine is kept completely surrounded by a screen 
wall: 

ur. fifty gallons of petrol: Provided that all the 
petrol in excess of five gallons is contained 
in substantial closed metal vessels, none of 
which contains more than ten gallons of 
petrol: 

(b) on a ship, boat, or carriage, while being conveyed 
thereon in accordance with this Act: 

( c) in the fuel tank on a motor carriage or motor-pro
pelled ship: 

( d) in quantities not exceeding one thousand gallons on 
any land which is more than five acres in area and 
is used for agricultural, horticultural, floricultural, 
or pastoral pursuits, in any case where the inflam
mable oil is used in connection with the said pur
suits and is not kept fo1~ the purpose of retail 
sale. 

Penalty, not exceeding one hundred pounds. 

Registered Premises. 

11. No person shall keep inflammable oil in registered pre
mises in quantities exceeding the following :'-

(a) Eight hundred gallons of kerosine if no petrol is 
kept by any person within a distance of fifty feet 
thereof, or if any petrol is so kept, unless either 
the petrol or the kerosine is kept completely sur
rounded by a screen wall : 

( b) Three hundred gallo11,s of kerosine if petrol is kept by 
any person within a distance of :fifty feet thereof; 
and neither the petrol nor the kerosine is kept 
completely surrounded by a screen wall: 

(c) If the premises are situated within the boundaries of 
any municipality, town, or township, one hundred 
gallons of petrol; or if not so situated, two hun
dred gallons of petrol. 

Penalty, not exceeding one hundred pounds. 

12. (1) Every person keeping inflammable oil in registered 
premises and every person in or about such premises shall 
comply with the following rules :-

(a) All inflammable oil kept in the premises, except so 
much as is withdrawn for immediate use, shall be 
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(b) 

(c) 
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kept in a depot exclusively appropriated to the 
purpose, and thoroughly ventilated: 

The depot shall not be situated within a building 
wherein persons are accustomed to assemble for 
purposes of public concourse, public religious 
worship, public entertainment or amusement, 
education, or discussion, nor shall the depot be 
within an inhabited building, unless the depot is 
completely surrounded by a screen wall: 

No artificial light shall be brought within thirty feet 
of any place where any vessel containing inflam
mable oil is being kept, excent a light of such con
struction, position, or character as not to be liable 
to ignite any . inflammable vapour arising from 
such inflammable oil, unless such inflammable oil 
is separated from such artificial light by a screen 
wall: 

(d) There shall be no fire,. forge, furnace, explosive, 
highly inflammable substance or other source of 
danger within fifty feet of the depot, unless 
separated therefrom by a screen wall: 

( e) All the inflammable oil shall be kept in closed vessels 
of metal or other prescribed material. Every such 
vessel shall be so substantially constructed and 
maintained that no leakage whatever of liquid or 
vapour can take place therefrom: 

(f) EverYl vessel c·ontaining . petrol shall be clearly 
marked or labelled as provided in Part III. of this 
Act: 

(g) AH clue precautions (whether prescribed or not) shall 
be taken for the prevention of accidents by fire 
or explosion, aud for the prevention of un
authorised persons having access to the inflam
mable oil kept on the premises, and no person 
shall do any act whatever which tends to cause fire 
or explosion. 

Penalty, not exceeding one hundred pounds. 

(2) If over one million gallons of inflammable oil are kept 
in any registered premisns the person keeping the inflam
mable oil shall provide a watchman or watchmen so that the 
said premises are under continuous supervision. 

Penalty, not exceeding one hundred pounds. 
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PART ll. 

Registration 13. Whenever any of the conditions contained in section 12 
may be 
cancelled. are not complied with, or in any case where the Minister 

Licensed 
stores. 

Condit.ions as 
lo licensing 
stores. 

Substituted by 
987, 1909, 
8, 4, 

Licence niay 
be forfeited, 

thinks fit, the registration of premises may be cancelled, and 
such premises shall thereupon be deemed to be unregistered. 

Licensed Stores. 

14. Save as hereinbofore provided, no person shall keep 
inflammable oil except in a licensed store. Penalty, not 
exceeding one hundred pounds. 

15. No store shall be licensed unless the following condi
tions are complied with:-

( a) The store shall include one or more depots as defined 
by this Act exclusively appropriated to the keep
ing of inflammable oil and such goods as are 
specified in the licence ; and all buildings and 
places adjoining each other and occupied together 
shall be deemed to be the same store, and shall be 
included in one licence : 

(b) Where the store is situate in a town, every depot 
therein shall have an e:ff ective covering roof of 
metal, sand, slate, or othei· uninflammable material, 
unless any such depot is within another building, 
and that building has a roof or roofs externally 
uninflammable: 

( c) Every depot shall be so situated as npt to be within 
fifty feet of any fire, forge, furnace, explosive, 
highly inflammable substance, or other source of 
danger, unless there is a screen wall between such 
fire, forge, furnace, explosive, substance, or source 
of danger and every place where inflammable oil 
is to be stored : 

(d) Every depot shall be separated as prescribed from 
all protected works: 

( e) Every depot shall be in all other respects situated 
and constructed as prescribed. 

16. Whenever any of the conditions contained in section 
15 are not complied with, or in any case where the Minister 
thinks fit, the licence may be forfeited, and the store shall 
thereupon be deemed to be unlicensed. 
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17. Every person keeping inflammable oil in a licensed 
store and every person in or about the Harne shall comply 
with the following rules:-

* 

( a) All inflammable oil kept in the store, except so much 
as is withdrawn for immediate use, shall be kept 
in the depot appropriated for the purpose, and the 
inflammable oil shall be kept in substantial closed 
vessels of metal or other prescribed material, so 
constructed and secured as to prevent any oil 
from escaping therefrom in the form of liquid, 
except such as may be dne to unavoidable leakage 
provided such leakage is remedied without delay: 

( b) Except as otherwise provided in this Act, the depot 
shall be used exclusively for the keeping of inflam
mable oil and the packages in which -the oil is 
contained: 

( c) No person under the age of fourteen years shall be 
employed inside any depot or licensed store: 

(d) 

* 

No explosive, nor ai~ything liable to spontaneous 
ignition or combustion, nor any :fire or light, except 
an artificial light of the construction and character 
prescribed, shall be placed, brought, or. allowed to 
remain within fifty feet of any inflammable oil 
within the depot, unless such inflammable oil is 
separated from such explosive, thing, fire, or 
light by a screen wall: 

* * * * * * * * * 

(f) No quantity of inflammable oil in excess of that 
specified in the licence shall be kept in the store : 

(g) No person shall smoke in any part of the store, and 
no person shall bring any matches into any depot 
or licensed store : 

(h) In every store there shall be kept a sufficient quan
tity of sand or other prescribed material so dis
tributed about the store as to be immediately 
available for throwing· on any inflammable oil 
which may be spilled or j gnited: 

( i) All reasonable precautions, whether prescribed or 
not, shall be taken for the prevention of accidents 
by fire or explosion, and for the prevention of un
authorised persons having access to the inflam
mable oil kept in the store, and against every act 

17 
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whatever which tends to cause fire or explosion 
and is not reasonably necessary: 

(j) No perso~ shall do or omit any act or thing whereby 
any licence may be forfeited. 

Penalty, not exceeding one hundred pounds. 

PART III. 

MARKING OF PACKAGES. 

18. No person shall keep, convey, sell, or expose for sale 
petrol exceeding five gallons in.quantity, unless the outermost 
package containing the same is clearly marked in conspicuous 
letters-"Highly inflammable," together with the word 
"Petrol," or with the trade name under which the oil is sold. 
Penalty, not exceeding one hundred pounds. 

19. No person shall keep, convey, sell, or expose for sale 
any kerosine exceeding :five gallons in quantity, and having 
a true flashing point of less than one hundred degrees Fah
renheit, unless the outermost package containing the same is 
clearly: marked in conspicuous/ letters , "For Use In 1 Oil 
Engines." Penalty, not exceeding one hundred pounds. 

20. No person shall keep, convey, sell, or expose for sale 
any kerosine exceeding five gallons in quantity, and having 
a true flashing point of not less than one hundred degrees 
Fahrenheit unless the outermost package containing the same 
is clearly marked in conspicuous letters "Kerosine," or the 
trade name under which the oil is sold. Penalty, not exceed
ing one hundred pounds. 

PART IV. 

CONVEYANCE OF INFLAMMABLE OIL. 

21. Every person conveying, loading, or unloading inflam
mable oil, or assisting in any of such operations, and every 
employer of any person in any of such operations, shall 
comply with the following rules:-

( a) The 'oil shall be contained in tanks or other vessels of 
metal or other prescribed material from which the 
oil cannot escape in the form of liquid, and so 
substantially constructed as not to be liable, except 
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under circumstances of gross negligence or extra
ordinary accident, to be broken or to become def ec
tive or insecure in course of conveyance: 

( b) He shall take all due precautions, whether prescribed 
or not, to prevent any of the oil from escaping or 
being discharged into any part of a house or 
building, or of the curtilage thereof, or into any 
sewer or drain, or into any inland or tidal water : 

( c) He shall take all due precautions, whether prescribed 
or not, for the prevention of accidents by fire or 
explosion, and for preventing unauthorised per
sons having access to the oil, and shall abstain 
from any act whatever which tends to cause fire or 
explosion and is not reasonably necessary for the 
purposes of the conveyance, loading, or unloading 
of the oil or of any other article carried therewith, 
and for preventing any other persons from com
mitting any such act; and any such other person 
who, after being warned, commits any such act. 
shall be deemed to commit a breach of these rules : 

(d) The work: of loading or unloading the oil on or from 
any ship or boat shall not be carried on between 
sunset and sunrise without the permission of the 
chief inspector in writing first had and obtained: 
Provided that, as regards any ship or boat used 
jn navigating the River Murray, such permission 
may be granted for any specified occasion or 
occasions, or as a general permission covering any 
period not exceeding twelve months. 

Penalty, not exceeding one hundred pounds. 

19 
PART IV, 

Of. U.K. 
18 & 19 
Geo, 5 c. 32, 
S, 7, 

22. No master of any ship or boat shall convey, load, or 
unload any inflammable oil of a greater quantity than pre,~ 
scribed, unless he has first given such notice as prescribed 
to an inspector. Penalty, not exceeding one hundred pounds. 

Any such notice may be given by the master or the owner 
of the ship or boat, or by the agent of the master or oWJier. 

Notice, 

Amended by 
987, 1909, 
s, 6, as 
amended by 
S,L,R. Act, 
1935, 

PART V. PART V, 

GOVERNMENT OONTROI1 AND INSPECTION. 

23. (1) The Governor may appoint a chief inspector and Inspectors. 

inspectors for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of 
this Act. Such chief inspector is referred to in this Act as 
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the "chief inspector," and each such inspector, including the 
chief inspector, is ref erred to in this Act as ''inspector.'' The 
chief inspector shall have all the po,vers of an inspector. 

(2) Any assistant to the Government Analyst may, upon 
the direction of the Minister, exercise all the powers con,.. 
f erred on the Government Analyst by this Act. 

24. An inspector may-

( a) at any time enter, inspect, and examine any place 
where he believes inflammable oil may be found: 

( b) make any general or particular inquiries as to the 
observance of this Act: 

( c) take without payment such samples of any substance 
which he believes to be inflammable oil as are 
necessary for the examination and testing thereof: 

(d) seize, detain, and remove any inflammable oil and 
any package, carriage, shjp, or boat in which the 
same is contained, if he has reasonable cause to 
believe that there has been a contravention of this 
Act in respect of such oil: 

( e) where he believes it necessary in the public interest, 
with the consent of the Minister, destroy or render 
harmless any inflammable oil: Provided that in 
cases of jmminent clanger he may so act without 
such consent. 

25. Every person on or about the place inspected shall

( a) facilitate the entry, inspection, and examination by 
the inspector : 

(b) answer all inquiri0s put as to the observance of this 
Act: 

( o) facilitate the taking of the samples, seizure, deten
tion, and removal of any inflammable oil, packages, 
carriage, ship, or boat, and the destruction and 
rendering harmless of any inflammable oil. 

Penalty, not exceeding one hundred pounds. 

26. No inspector shall be liable, except in respect of any 
wilful neglect or default, to any legal proceedings for any
thing done in pursuance of this Act. 
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PART VI. 

TESTING. 

27. (1) A standard model of the apparatus for testing 
inflammable oil prescribed by this Act shall be deposited with 
and kept in the office of the Government Analyst. 

(2) The Governor may, by notice in the Gazette, declare 
that any new m:odel shall be the standard model, and that 
any then existing standard model shall cease to be the 
standard model. 

28. Apparatus constructed in accordance with this A.et may 
from time to time be submitted to the Government Analyst 
for the purpose of being compared with the standard model 
and verified. · 

29. rrhe Government Analyst may, on receipt of the pre
scribed fees and subject to the prescribed conditions-

( a) stamp such apparatus, if found to be accurate, with 
a mark, date, and number: 

(b) stamp such apparatus, if found to be inaccurate, 
with a statement showing the error in such 
apparatus with a mark, date, and number. 

30. Any test made by an apparatus shall be deemed 
inaccurate unless such apparatus has been compared with 
the standard model, verified by the Government Analyst, and 
stamped as aforesaid, within five years from the date of such 
test being made. 

PART VII. 

LEGAL PROCEEDINGS. 

31. All proceedings in respect of any offence against tbis 
Act, not being a felony, shall be disposed of summarily. The 
court may, in addition to the penaliy, order the destruction 
or forfeiture of the inflammable oil the subject of the pro
ceedings, and the packages containing the same, or either of 
them. 

* ·X- * ·X- * * * * * * * 
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35. In any prosecution under this Act any allegation or 
averment in any complaint, information, or proceedings-

( a) that a person therein named is an inspeeitor 
appointed under this Act, or the Government 
Analyst, or an assist ant to the Government 
Analyst: 

( b) that the store therein me:n,tioned is licensed or is not 
licensed, as the case may be : 

( c) that the premises therein mentioned are registered 
or are not registered, as the case may be : 

shall be deemed to be proved in the absence of proof to the 
contrary. 

36. In any proceedings under this Act with respect to any 
article analysed or tested in pursuance of this Act the pro
duction of the certificate of the Government Analyst shall be 
evidence of the facts therein stated unless the defendant or 
person charged gives notice in writing to the plaintiff or 
prosecutor at least twenty-four hours before the date of 
return of the summons or hearing that he requires the 
Government Analyst to be called to give evidence. 

37. The production of the Gazette containing any procla
mation, notice, rule, or regulation, appearing or purporting 
to have been issued or made under this Act, or the produc
tion of any document certified by the chief inspector to be a 
true copy of or extract from any such proclamation, notice, 
rule, or regulation, issued or made under this Act, shall be 
p-rima f acie evidence of the issue or making of such procla
mation, notice, rule, or regulation, and that the same is hl 
force. 

38. All notices, certificates, and documents, including appli
cations for licences, directed by or required for the purposes 
of this Act may be sent by post or otherwise, and if sent by 
post shall be deemed to have been received at the last moment 
of the day on which the same ought to have been received in 
the ordinary course of post. 

39. (1) This Act shall not, save as is herein expressly pro
vided, exempt any person from any action or suit in respect 
of any nuisance, tort, or otherwise which might, but for the 
provisions of this Act have been brought against him. 

( 2) This Act shall not exempt any person from any indict
ment or other proceeding for a nuisance or for an offence 
which is indictable at common law or under any Act other 
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than this Act, so, however, that no person be punished twice 
for the same offence. 

(3) Where proceedings are taken before any court against 
a person in respect of any offence under this Act which is 
also an offence indictable at common law or by some Act 
other than this Act, the court may direct that, instead of 
those proceedings being continued, proceedings shall be taken 
for in,dicting the person; at common law or under such other 
Act. 

PART VIII. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

40. All penalties shall be in addition to any forfeiture. 

41. All forfeited , property shall be disposed of as the 
Minister directs or as prescribed. 

42. (1) In this Act the penalty set forth at the foot or end 
of or elsewhere in a section or other provision indicates that 
any contravention of such section or provision, whether by 
act or omission, shall be an offence punishable upon convic
tion by the penalty so set forth. 

(2) The minimum pecuniary penalty for any offence 
against any provision of this Act, whether on conviction for 
the :first or any subsequent such offence committed by the 
same person, shall be one-twentieth of the maximum pre
scribed. 

43. All penalties recovered shall be applied as the Minister 
directs. 

44. Where the owner or master of a ship or boat is 
adjudged to pay a penalty for an offen0e committed with or 
in relation to the ship or boat the court may, in addition to 
any other power they have for the purpose of compelling 
payment of the penalty, direct that the same be levied by 
arrest and sale of the ship or boat and her tackle. 

44a. (1) In the event of any breach of this Act or any 
regulation under this Act in any harbour in respect of a ship 
or cargo, or a boat or carriage conveying any part of the 
carg·o, whether there has or has not been any conviction for 
such breach, the South Australian Harbors Board, or any 
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officer authorised in that behalf by the said board, or any 
person acting under the orders of any fmch officer, may cause 
the ship, cargo, boat, or carriage to be removed at the 
expense of the owner thereof to such place or otherwise dealt 
with in such manner as may be il1 conformity with the regula
tions and all expenses incurred in any such removal may be 
recovered summarily. 

(2) Any person who resists the said board, any such officer, 
or other person, in such removal or other dealing shall be 
guilty of an offence and liable to a penalty not exceeding 
fifty pounds. 

45. If any person forges or counterfeits any stamp or 
mark required by this Act to be placed on apparatus for 
testing inflammable oil, or alters any such stamp or mark 
placed on any such apparatus, he shall be guilty of felony, 
and shall be liable on convictinn to imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for a term not exceeding five years. 

46. The Governor may, by proclamation in the Gazette, 
declare-

( a) any liquid to be '' inflammable oil'' ; 

( b) any place to be a '' protected work.'' 

47. This Act shall not apply to the keeping or conveyance 
of inflammable oil under the control of the Minister or of any 
Government department: Provided that any person commit
ting any act with respect to any such oil tending to cause fire 
or explosion shall be liable to the like penalty as if the store 
or premises in which such oil is kept were licensed or regis
tered, or as if the oil were conveyed under the provisions of 
this Act. 

* * * * ~=- * * * * 
· 49. (1) ,The Governor may from time to time make, alter, 

or repeal such regulations (not being inconsistent with the 
provisions of this Act) as may be necessary or convenient for 
carrying into effect the provisions of this Act, and in par
ticular, but without diminishing the generality of this pro
vision, for-

( a) prescribing the form and manner of applying for 
and granting licences and registrations, renewals, 

s. 46, The following proelamation was in force on 26th April, 1937: Gazette 28th October, 
1920, p. 1120 ( declaring any liquid containing alcohol, which liquid has a true 
flashing point of less than 150° Fahrenheit, and :which liquid is not proved to be 
:fit for human consumption, to be an inflammable oil), 
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transfers, revocations, alterations, and amend
ments thereto, and fees to be paid: Provided that 
the fee for each registration shall not exceed five 
shillings, and for nach licence shall not exceed two 
pounds: 

( b) prescribing the situation of licensed stores and 
depots, and of screen walls, and regulating their 
construction and fitting up : 

(a) prescribing· the maximum quantity of inflammable 
oil to be kept in depots according to their con
struction and situation and according to the des
cription of inflammable oil kept therein: 

( d) prescribing the construction and character of arti
ficial lights which may be taken into a depot: 

( e) regulating the keeping, storing, removing, and con
veying and the opening and closing of packages 
of inflammable oil in registered premises, licensed 
stores, and depots : 

(f) determining the notice to be given by the master of 
any ship or boat of intention to convey, load, or 
unload inflammable oil: 

(g) determining the quantities of inflammable oils which 
may be conveyed, loaded, or unloaded without 
giving such notice: 

(h) regulating the navigation of and places for mooring 
ships and boats conveying, loading, or unloading 
inflammable oil : 

( i) regulating the description, construction, marking, 
ventilation, lighting, and general fitting up of 
ships, boats, and carriages to be used for the con
veyance of inflammable oil: 

(j) regulating the mode of stowing and keeping inflam
mable oil during transit, and of giving notice by 
brands, labels, or otherwise of the nature and 
destination of any package of inflammable oil: 

(k) regulating the hawking of inflammable oil: 

(l) regulating the use of fires and lights on or near any 
ships, boats, or carriages loading or unloading 
inflammable oil, or in which inflammable oil is 
being or has been recently conveyed, and prohibit
ing· the use of such fires or lights thereon or near 
thereto as may be dangerous : 
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( m) regulating the placing, removal, and storage of 
inflammable oil on or from any wharf and any 
place within two hundred yards of any wharf: 

(ml) regulating the conveyance, handling, loading, and 
unloading of inflammable liquid on any wharf, 
canal, railway, or tramway, under the jurisdiction 
of the· South Australian Harbors Board, the South 
Australian Railways Commissioner, or any other 
authority constituted by any Act; and for requir
ing this Act and the regulations made thereunder 
fo be enforced and observed by the said board, 
Commissioner, or such authority and by their 
officers, servants, and agents, and persons within 
the jurisdiction of such board, Commissioner, or 
authority, upon any ship or boat, and upon the 
wharf, canal, railway, or tramway of such board, 
Commissioner, or authority, and empowering such 
board, Commissioner, or authority or any officers, 
· servants, or agents thereof to secure the said 
enforcement and observance: 

( n) regulating the conveyance, loading, and unloading 
of inflammable oil: 

( o) altering or adding to the schedule to this Act pre
scribing the manner of testing inflammable oil and 
the construction of test apparatus : Provided that 
the standard model of any apparatus made in pnr
suance of such regulations deposited with the 
Government Analyst shall be so constructed as to 
give flash points correspunding to those given by 
the apparatus prescribed in the schedule : 

(p) prescribing fees to be paid for testing inflammable 
oil, for testing, stamping, and marking apparatus, 
and for any other work done for the purpose of 
carrying out any of the provisions of this Act: 

( q) prescribing penalties not exceeding fifty pounds for 
any one offence for ally contravention of any 
regulation. 

(2) Any regulations made pursuant to the powers con
ferred by this section requiring the enforcement or observ
ance of this Act or the regulations by the South Australian 
Harbors Board, the South Australian Railways Commis
sioner, or any other authority constituted by any Act, or the 
officers, servants, or agents thereof, shall be made only upon 
the recommendation of the said board, the said Commis
sioner, or the said authority, as the case may be, to which the 



Vol. 4] Inflammable Oils Act, 1908-1935. 

regulation applies, and after the making of any such regula
tion for such enforcement ·with respect to the said board, Com
missioner, or authority, the said board, Commissioner, or 
authority, as the case may be, shall be charged with the 
administration of this Act and the regulations within such 
limits as are fixed by the regulation, and to, such extent as is 
:fixed by the regulation. 

(3) Any regulations made pursuant to any powers con
£ erred by paragraphs (f) to ( i), both inclusive, or para
graphs ( l) or ( m) of this section shall be made upon the 
recommendation of the Souih Australian Harbors Board. 

50. All regulations made shall-

( a) be published in the Gazette; 

( b) take effect from the date of publication, or from a 
later date to be specified therein; and 

(o) be laid before both Houses of Parliament within 
fourteen days after publication, if Parliament is 
in session, at the end of such fourteen days, and if 
not, then within fourteen days after the com
mencement of the next session; but if either House 
of Parliament passes a resolution at any time 
within thirty days after such regulations have 
been laid before such House, disallowing any s1tch 
regulation, such rule or regulation shall thereupon 
cease to have effect: Provided that if Parliament 
shall not be in session for thirty days after such 
regulations shall have been laid before it then no 
regulation shall continue to have any force or 
effect if disapproved by either House of Parlia
ment within thirty days after the commencement 
of the next session of Parliament. 

51. (1) Any person desiring to dispute the validity of a 
regulation may apply to the Supreme Court, upon affidavit, 
for a rule calling upon the chief inspector to show cause why 
such regulation should not be quashed, either wholly or in 
part, for the illegality thereof. 

(2) The said court may make absolute or discharge the 
said rule, with or without costs. 

( 3) All regulations, unless and until so quashed, shall have 
the same effect as if enacted in this Act. 

(4) No regulation shall be challenged or disputed in any 
other manner. 
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SCHEDULE. 

N.B.-In this schedule the expression ''oil'' means any liquid to be tested for 
the purpose of ascertaining its charaeter as inflammable oil. Degrees i0f 
temperature are according to Falirenheit's thermometer. 

I.-NATURE OF THE TFST APPARATUS. 

The apparatus consists of the following parts:~ 
1. An oil cup. 
2. A cover, with slide, test lamp for oil, or test-flame aITangement for use with 

gas, and clockwork a;rrangement for ,opening and closing the holes in 
the cover, ancl for dipping the tes1 flame. 

3. A water bath or heating vessel. 
4. A tripod (with jacket), and spirit lamp or gas arrangement for heating 

the water bath. 
5. A TOund bulb thermometer for testing the temperature of the oil, with scale 

ranging from 55° Fal1renheit to 160° Fal1renl10it. 
6. A long bulb thermometer for testing the tempemture of the water, with 

scale ranging from 90° Fahrenheit to 220° Fahrenheit. 
7. A mercurial or aneroid baTOmeter. 
The oil cup is a cylindrical :flat-bottomed vessel. 2 inches in diameter, 

22
/ 10 inches in height (internal), made of gunmetal or brass (17 B.W.G.), and 

tinned or silvered inside. It is provided with a projecting rim, '/10 inch wide, 
¾ inch from the top and 1¾ inch from the bottom1i0f the cup, on which it rests 
when insertecl in the water bath. A gauge is fixed on the inside/ of the cup to 
regulate the height to which it is to be filled with the sample under examination. 
The dist1tnce of the point from the bottom of the cup is 1-½ inch, The cup is 
provided with a close-fitting overlapping cover, made of brass (22 B.W.G.), 
which carries the thermometer, the test lamp, or test-flame arrangement, and 
the adjuncts thereto. The test lamp, which has a spout, the mouth of which 
is 1/ 16 inch in diameter, or test-flame a,mangement, is suspended upon two supports 
by means of trunnions, which allow it to be easily inclined to a particular angle 
and resto1·ed to its ,original position. The socket in the cover, which is to hold 
a round bulb thermometer for indicating the tem1>erature of the oil during the 
testing operation, is so adjusted that the bulb of the latter is always inserted 
to distance of 1½ inch below the centre of foe lid. 

The cover is provided with thrne holes-one in the centre (0.2 square inch) and 
two smaller ones ( each 0.06 square inch) close to the sides. These are closed and 
opened by 'means of a pivoted slide. W11en -the slide is moved so as to uncover 
the holes, the suspended lamp, 01' test-flame arrangement, is caught by a p1·ojec
tion fixed on the slide, and tilted in such a way as to bring the end of the 
spout or test flame just below the surface of the lid. As the slidel moves baek 
so as to cover the holes the lamp returns to its original position. Upon the 
cover, in front of and in a line with. the nozzle of the lamp,. is ftxed a white 
bead, the diameter of which represents the size of the test flame to be used. 

The water bath or heating vessel consists of two :flat-bottomed copper cylinders 
(24 B.W.G.)-an inner one of 3 inches diameter and 2½ inches height, and an 
outer one of 5½ inches diameter and 5¾ inches height; they are soldered to 
a circular copper plate (20 B.W.G.) perforated in the centre, which forms the 
fop of the bath, in such manner as to inclose the space between the two 
eylinders, but leaving access to the inner cylinder. The top of the bath projects 
both outwards and inwards about i inch, that is its diameter is about 0

/, inch 
greater than the body of bath, while the diameter of the circular opening in 
the centre is about the same amount less than tlmt of the inner ·cop:,ier cylinder. 
To the inner projection ,of the top is fastened, hy six small serews, a fiat ring 
of ebonite, the screws being sunk below the surface of the ebonite to avoid 
metallie contact between the bath and the oil cup. The exaet distance between 
the sides and bottom of the bath an~ 'the oil cup is ½ ineh. The bath is 
therefore so constructed that when the ,oil cup is placed in position an air 
space or air chamber intervenes between the two; consequently, in applying 
the test to oils flashing below 115° Fahrenheit the heat is transmitted gradually 
to the oil from the hot water, through the air space. The water bath is fitted 
with a socket, set at a right angle, for receiving a long bulb thermometer, to 
indicate the temperature ,of the water. It is also provided with a funnel, an 
overflow pipe, and two handles. 

The water bath rests upon a tripod stand, which is fitted with a copper 
cylinder or jacket (24 B.W.G.) 6½ inches c1iameter, so that the bath is surrounded 
by an enclosed air space, which retains and regulates the heat. One of the legs 
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of the stand serves as a suppOTt for a spirit lamp, which is attached to it by 
a small swing bracket. The distance of the wickholder from the bottom of 
the bath is 1 inch. The· clockwork aa'rangement by which, dUTing the operntion 
of testing, the slide is withdrawn and the test flame dipped into the cup and 
raised again as tha slide is replaced is provided with a ratchet key for setting 
in action for each test, and with a trigger for starting it each time that the test 
flame is applied. From the beginning to the end of the movement ,of the slide 
the time taken is to be exactly 3 seconds. 

lI.-DIREm'IONS FOR PREP.ARING .AND USING TiHJ!l TEST .APP.AR.ATUS, 

1, Prepa?'img the Water Bath. 
The water bath is filled by pouring water into the funnel until it begins to 

flow out at the overflow pipe. The temperature of the water at the commence
ment of each test, as indicated by the long bulb the:i.-mometer, is rto be as 
follows:-

( a) 130 ° Fahrenheit when a flashing point at or about 73 ° Fahrenheit is to 
be observed: 

(b) 160° Fahrenheit when a flatJhing point at or about 100° Fahrenheit is to 
be observed: 

(o) 180° Fahrenheit when a flaFhing point at or about 150° FahrPnheit is to 
be observed. 

This is attained in the first instance by ntlxing hot and cold water, either 
in the bath or in a vessel from which the bath is filled, until the thermometer 
which is provided for testing the temperature of the water gives the proper 
indication, or the water is heatecl in the bath by means of a spirit lamp or 
gas arrangement until the requiJ ed temperature is indicated. 

2. Prepari;ng the Test Lamp. 
(a) The test lan1p is fitted with a piece of cylindriea1 wick of such thickness 

that it fills the wick holder, but may be readily moved to m1d fro for the 
purpose of adjusting the size of the flame. In the body of the lamp, upon the 
wick which is coiled within it, is placed a small tuft of cotton wool moistened 
with petroleum, any oil not a,bsorbed by the wool being removed. When the 
lamp has been lighted the wick is adjusted by means of a pair of forceps 
or a pin until the flame is of the size of the bead fixed on the cover of the 
oil cup. 

Should a particular test occupy so long a time that the flame begins to get 
smaller tluough the supply of the oil in the lamp becoming exhausted, three 
or four drops of petroleum a;re allowed to fall upon the tuft of wo:ofl. in the 
lamp from a dTOpping bottle or pipette providecl for the purpose. This can 
be safely done without interrupting the test. 

(b) When using gas for testing, the jet is to be lighted and then adjusted 
by means of the tap controlled by means of a screw pinch cock or fine tap 
until the flame is the size of the bead fixed on the cover of the oil cup. 

III.--F:ILLING THE OIL 0UP, 

Before the oil cup is filled the lid is to be made ready by being placed upon 
the cup, i.e., the round bulb thermometer is to be inserted into the socket, so 
that the projecting rim of the collar with which it is fitted touches the edge 
of the socket, and the test lamp is to be placed in position. The oil cup is to 
be cooled whe11 necessary to a temperature not exceeding-

( a) 60° Fahrenheit, when a flashing point at or about 73° Fahrenheit is 
being observed: 

(b) 85° Fahrenheit, when a flashing point at or about 100° Fal1renheit is 
being observed: 

(o) 135° Faluenheit, when a flashing point at or about 150° Fahrenheit is 
being observed : 

by placing it bottom downwards in water at a suitable temperature. The oil 
cup is now to be rapidly wiped dry, placed on a level surface in a good light, 
and the oil to be testecl is poured in without splashing until its surface is 
level with the point of the gauge which is fitted in the cup. The liu is then 
put on the cup at once and presserl down so that its edge rests on the rim of 
the cup. 

IV.-.APPLIOATION OF THE TEST. 

l. The water bath, with its thermometer in position, is placed in some locality 
where it is not exposed to currents ,of air, and where the light is sufficiently 
subdued to admit of the size of the entiTe test flame being compa.red with 
that of the bead on the cover. The cup is cm·efully lifted, without shaking 
it, and placed in the bath, the test lamp is lighted, and the clockwork wound 
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up by turning the key. The thermometer in the oil cup is now watched, aud 
the clockwork is set in motion by pressing the trigger, when the temperature 
has reached-

( a) 63 ° Fahrenheit, when a flashing point at or about 73 ° Fahrenheit is 
being observed: 

(b) 90° Fahrenheit, when a flashing point ait or about 100° Fahrrenheit is 
being observed: 

( c) 140° Fahrenheit, when a flashing point at or about 150° Fahrenheit is 
being observed: 

If no flash takes place the clockwork is at once rewound aud the trigger 
pressed at the next higher degree, aud so on at every degree rise of rtemperature 
until the flash occurs. 

2. When a flashing point at or above 115° Fahrenheit is being observed the 
air chamber is to be :filled to a depth of l½in. with cqld water before the oil 
cup containing the oil to be tested is placed in position, 

3. The temperatUTe at which a flash occurs, if not within 8° ,of the tem
perature at which the testing was commenced, is the observed flashing point 
of the oil, and by correction of the observed flashing point for atmospherio 
pressure as hereinafter described, the true flashing point is obtained. 

4. If, however, the flash takes place at auy temperiature within 8° of the 
temperature at which the testing was commenced, the test is to be rejected, 
and the whole operation of testing is to be repeated with a fresh portion of 
the sample, the testing, however, to begin at 10° lower than the temperature 
at which the flash has been previously obtained. If necessary, this procedure 
sha:ll be xepeated with fresh portions of oil until a flash has been obtained 
at a temperature not within 8 ° of the temperature at which the testing was 
commenced. 

5. The temperature at which this last-mentioned flash occurs is the observed 
flashing point of the oil, and by c.orrection of the observed flashing point for 
atmospheric pressure as hereinafter described, the rtrue flashing point is obtained. 

6. In repeating a test a fresh sample of oil must always be used, the tested 
sample being thrown away, and the cup must be wiped dry from any adhering 
oil, and cooled, as already described, before receiving the fresh sample. 

7. If in any case no flash has occurred when a temperature has been reached 
which is not within 8 ° of the temperature at which the testing was commenced 
and which, after correction for atmospheric pressure is not less than 73 ° 
Fahrenheit, and the tests are not requ:iired to be continued, the oil shall be 
deemed to have a true flashing point of not less than 73 ° Fahrenheit. 

8. If no flash has occm';l'ed when a tempm·ature has been reached which is 
not within 8 ° of the temperature at which the testing was commenced and 
which, after correction for atmospheric pressure, is not less than 100° 
Fahrenheit, and the tests are not requfred to be continued, the oil shall be 
deemed to have a true flashing point of not less than 100° Fahrenheit. 

9. In the same manner if no flash has occurred when a temperature has been 
reached which is not within 8 ° of the temperature at which the testing was 
commenced and which, after correction for atmospheric pressure, is not less 
than 150 ° Fahrenheit, and the tests are not required to be continued, the oil 
shall be deemed to have a true flashing point of not less than 150° Fahrenheit. 

V.-CoRREOTION FOR ATMOSPHERI J PRESSURE, 

As the flashing point of an oil is influenced by changes in atmospheric. 
pressUTe to an average of 1.6° for every inch of the barometer, a correction 
of the observed flashing point is necessary whenever the barometer does not 
stand at 30 inches. This correction is to be made in the following manner:-

If the barometer stands at less than 30 inches ( the normal height of the 
barometer) add to the observed flashing point 1.6 times the difference (measured 
in inches) between the actual and normal barometer. If the barometer stands 
above 30 inches, deduct from the observed flashing point 1.6 times the difference 
between the actual and normal barometer. 

The nearest whole number to the result ,of this correction is to be taken as 
the corrected flashing point, and if the result is exactly midway between two 
whole numbers the higher whole number is to be taken. 

For example: Suppose an oil has an observed flashing point of 72, the 
barometer being 27.1 inches, then the difference between 30.0 inches and 27.1 
inches is 2.9 inches. This result multiplied by 1.6 is 4.64, which has to be 
added to 72, making 76.64. The nearest whole number to this is 77° which is 
to be taken as the c.orrrected flashing point, and if the testing had been 
commenced at or below 64° the true flashing point is 77° Fahrenheit. 
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Again: Suppose the observed flashing point of an oil to be 96° and the 
testing had been commenced at 87° and the barometer indicated 30.6 inches. 
The true flashing point of the oil is the nearest whole number to 96 1n,it;111rn• the 
product of 0.6 multiplied by 1.6, that is 95° Fahrenheit. 

The readings ,of the baxometer are to be conected readings, in accOl'dance 
with the corrections applicable to the lnstrument in use. The instrument must 
be compared periodically with the standard barometer at the office of the 
Government Analyst, and regulated thereby. 

ViI,-.A.PPLIOATION OF THE TBST TO VISCOUS FLUIDS OR PREPARATIONS, 

If the flashing test has to be a11plied to substances of a viscous or semi
solid nature which cannot be poured (such as solutions of indiarubber in mineral 
naphtha), the mode of proceeding is as follows:-

One fluid ounce or two tablespoonfuls of the substance to be tested is placed 
in the cup, and the cover is put on. The air chamber in the water bath is 
:filled ,vith water to a depth of Hin., and the temperature of the water bath 
is raised to 90°, The cup is then 1mt into the bath, and the temperature of 
the water bath maintained at 9 ° throughout the test. After the lapse of 
:fifteen minutes the test flame is to be applied, If no flash ,occurs the heating 
is continued for another :fifteen minutes, and the test flame again applied, 
and so on until a flash takes pla<'e, or the temperature in the cup has reached 
90°, and so on. 

The temperature at which a fl..tsh occu1·s is the observed flashing point of 
the substance, and, subject' to correction for atmospheric pressure as hereinbefore 
described, is the true flashing point, 

Regulations. 
The following regulations: werei in force under this Act on 

26th April, 1937 :-

GENERAL REGULATIONS-

Gazette-28th June, 1934, p. 1513. 

CONTROL OF SHIPS CARRYING INFLAMMABLE 0IL

Gazette-22nd November, 1934, p. 1086. 

INHERITANCE 
see Administration and Probate: Law of Property. 
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