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No. 1744. 

An Act to consolidate certain Acts relating to the Closing 
Times of Shops. 

[A ssented to, November I Itk, }"926.J 

BE it Enacted by the Governor of the State of South Australia, 
with the advice and consent of the Parliament thereof, as 

follows: 
PART I. 

PRELIMINARY. 
1. This Act may be cited as the" Early Closing Act, 1926." 

PARt' I. 

Short title. 

2. This Act is a consolidation of the Acts mentioned in the First Repeal 

Schedule, and the said Acts are hereby repealed. 

3. The provisions of this Act are arranged as follows :­

PART i.-Preliminary. 

PART H.-Shopping Districts, and Determination of Day 
for Half-Holiday. 

PART IH.-Administration. 

PART Iv.-Registration of Shops. 

PART v.-Provisions as to Closing Times and Working 
Hours. 

DIVISION I.--The Closing Times: 

DIVISION II.--Compul~ory Closing: __ 

DivI~ION IiI.-· Half-Holidays in E~empted Shops: 

DIVISION 
A-1744 

Arrangement of Act. 
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PART I. 

Interpretation. 
1062.1911. s. 4. 
1104. 1912. s. 3. 
1572. 1923. s. 3. 
1687,1925, s. 3. 
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DIVISION IV.-How a Class of Shops may Cease to be 
. Exempted: 

DIVISION v.-Alteration of closing times in shops which 
bas ceased to be exempted: 

DIVISION vI.-Additional Provisions as to the Closing of 
Shops: 

DIVISION VII.-Limitation of Working Hours of Young 
Persons. 

PART vI.-Legal Procedure. 

PART VII.-Miscellaneous. 

. 4. In this Act, unless inconsistent with the context or some other 
meaning is clearly intended,-

" Chief Inspector n means the Chief Inspector of Shops : 

" Closing time" means the closing time of the shop, for the par­
ticular day, as provided by this Act: 

" Comes into operation" means comes into operation in the. par­
ticular shopping district : 

" Compulsory half-holiday" means the compulsory weekly half­
holiday for shops in the particular shopping district, as 
provided or declared by or under this Act : 

" Election " means an election of Members or a Member to serve 
in the House of Assembly: 

" Elector" means a person who, at the time, is entitled to vote at 
an election : 

" Electoral District" means an Electoral District for the election 
of Members or a Member to serve in the House of Assembly: 

H Exempted goods" means any of the goods which are declared 
to be exempted goods by the Second Schedule to this Act, 
and which have not, for the time being, ceased to be exempted 
goods: 

H Exempted shop" means a shop which is registered in the 
regIster of shops kept by the Registrar of Shops .pursuant to 
section 32 of this Act as belonging to a class mentioned in the 
Third Schedule to this Act : 

H General Election" means a Parliamentary General Election for 
the election, pursuant to writs issued on the dissolution or 
expiry of the House of Assembly, of Members to serve in the 
said House: 

" Inspector" means an Inspector of Shops appointed under this 
Act, and includes the Chief Inspector : 

" Newspaper" means any public print for the circulation of 
. news, advertisements, intelligence as to public matters, or 

remarks 
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remarks or observations thereon, published for sale periodi­
cally or in parts or numbers, at intervals not exceeding 
seven days between the publication of any two of such papers, 
parts, or numbers : 

" Quorum of the electors" mea.ns at least five hundred or one­
tenth, whichever is the smaller number, of the electors: 

" Registrar" means Registrar of Shops appointed under this Act 
or the Acts repealed by this Act : 

" Saturday Closing District" means a shopping district in which 
the compulsory half-holiday is Saturday: 

H Shop" means and includes-

(a) the whole or any portion of a building, stall, tent, 
vehicle, platform, ship, boat, or pack, or any place 
whatsoever, in which goods are offered or exposed 
for sale by retail or by auction; and 

(b) a building or place in which the business of a hairdresser, 
of a pawnbroker, of an undertaker, or of an auctioneer 
is carried on ; . 

but, as regards a vendor of newspapers, does not include a. 
public street or way, or any part thereof, where he sells news­
papers: Provided that such newspapers are not sold in or 
from or exposed for sale in or on any building, stall, tent, 
vehicle, or platform. 

As regards a publisher of newspapers, the term" shop" does not 
include any building or place used exclusively for the publication 
and sale of newspapers : 

" Shop assistant" means and includes-
I. a person employed in or about a shop, whether for hire or 

reward or not-
(a) in selling or supplying, or assisting in selling or 

supplying, goods to the public; or 
(b) as a clerk; or 
(c) as a messenger; and 

II. a person engaged in delivering goods from a shop : 

" Shopkeeper" means the person, firm, company, corporate body, 
or association who or which, directly or indirectly, as 
principal occupies a shop, and includes a hawker, and also 
Includes a person who manages a shop or acts, or apparently 
acts, in the general management or control of .a shop : 

"Shopping District" means a ~hopping district constituted by 
or under this Act or the Acts repealed by this Act : 

"Week day" does not include Sunday. 

5. (1) Part 

3 

PART I. 
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PARI' I. 

Application of Aot. 
1062, 1911, B. 5. 
1572, 1923, B. 30. 
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5. (1) Part II., so far as it deals with the determination or change 
of the. day for the compulsory half-holiday, and Divisions I. and II. 
of Part V., do not apply to or in respect of exempted shops, but the 
other provisions of this Act apply to and in respect of exempted 
shops. 

(2) The provisions of this Act shall not apply in respect of any 
shop erected and carried on at any industrial exhibition, agricultural, 
horticultural, or other similar show, so long as no goods other than 

. goods of the presoribed kind are sold at that shop. . 

Suspension of opera.. 6. (1) The Governor may by Proclamation temporarily sus. pend 
tion of Aot as to • • 
olosing times. the operation of this Act in so far as it applies to the closmg times 
1062,1911, II. 6. for shops. 

HoUl'l of the clock. 

IbId .• I. 7. 

PART II. 

Existing Shopping 
Distriots. 
Cf. ibid., s. 10. 
1687, 1925, s. 5, 

Half.holidaYB in 
certain Distriots. 
Ibid., I. 11. 

(2) Suoh suspension shall-
(a) apply to the whole of the State or to such shopping district 

or distriots as are specified in the Proclamation: 
(b) be in respeot of all shops or of shops of such class or 

olasses as are so specified; and 
(0) be absolute or only upon oertain conditions so specified. 

(3) The period of such suspension shall be set out in the 
Proclamation, and shall in no case exceed one week. 

7. The hours by the clock mentioned in this Act refer to 
hours post 'fIWl'idiem. 

PART II. 
SHOPPING DISTRICTS AND DETERMINATION OF DAY 

FOR HALF-HOLIDAY. 
S. (1) The Metropolitan Shopping District, the Murray Bridge 

Shopping District, and all other shopping districts in existence at 
the oommenoement of this Act are hereby continued in existence. 

(2) The Murray Bridge Shopping District shall· consist of the 
Hundreds of Burdett and Mobilong. 

(3) The Metropolitan Shopping District shall consist of-
(a) the Municipalities of Adelaide, Brighton, Glenelg, Henley 

and Grange, Hindmarsh, Kensington and Norwood, Port 
Adelaide, St. Peters, Thebarton, and Dnley ; 

(b) the District Council Districts of Burnside, Campbelltown, 
Marion, Mitcham, Payneham, Prospect, Walkerville, 'Vest 
Torrens, Woodville, Yatala North, and YatalaSouth; 

(0) the Garden Suburb. 

(4) The mention of particular matters in this. section shall not 
afieot the applicability to this Act of any provision of the Acts 
Interpretation Aot, 1915. 

9. (1) The compulsory weekly half-holiday for shops in the 
Metropolitan Shopping District shall be Saturday. (2) The 
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(2) The oompulsory weekly half-holiday for shops in the Murray lIOi, 1912, •• 5. 

Bridge Shopping Distriot shall, subjeot to seotion,s 20 to 26 inclusive, 
be Saturday. 

10. A petiti?n may bde presebnted to ~he Md inisther p~ayind~ tt~att ~:!~~::n of a 
the area therem define may e oonstltute a s oppmg IS rIO Shopping District. 

under this Aot: Provided that suoh area- 1002,1911, B. 12. 

I. shall not include any plaoe within any shopping distriot 1104, 1912, 9. 7. 
.. h' f h t' f h> t't' 1572 1923 9. 5. eXIsting at t e tame 0 t e presenta Ion 0 t e pe 1 lon, 1687' 1925' 5 

nor within any proposed s~pping distriot as defined " ,s. . 
by any petition previously presented and not finally 
dealt with under this Aot ; 

II. shall be a oontinuous territory, and shall, unless it oonsists 
of or oomprises a munioipality or municipalities, be at 
least thirty-six square miles in extent: Providedthat 
no area oonsisting of part only of a municipality or 
oomprising part only of a municipality, shall be con:; 
stituted a Shopping District. . 

(2) Every s:uoh petition shall-
(a) be in the presoribed form ; 
(b) be signed by a quorum of the . electors residing in the 

proposed shoppmg distriot; . 

(0) define the boundaries of the proposed shopping distriot; and 

(d) state what weekday it is desired shall be the oompulsory 
half-holiday. . 

(3) A petition shall not be presented under this seotion with regard 
to any proposed shopping distriot within three years of the day of 
the presentation of any other :petition under this seotion with regard 
to the same proposed shoppmg distriot, or a proposed shopping 
distriot with substantially the same boundaries. 

(4) For the purpose of this Part of this Act; any distriot constituted 
by or under the Renmark Irrigation Trusts Aot, 1893, and the Acts 
amending that Act, shall be deemed to be a district council district, 
and may be constituted a shopping district under this Act, not­
withstanding that it is less than thirty-six square miles in are~. 

11.. (1) Upon the presentation of a petition complying with Petition to be 

sub~eotion (1) an~ ,subdivisions (a), (0), and (d) 'of subsec~ion (2) of R!:::~ Officer 
sectIOn 10, the Mmlster shall refer the same to the Returnmg Officer for examination. 
for the State. ". ... 1062,1911, B. 13. 

(2) If h 'd R . Offi . f .. h h .. 1104, 1912, B. 8, t e. Sal eturnmg cer IS 0 opmIOn t at t e petItIon 
has been duly signed as required by section 10, he shall certify to 
the Minister In writing that it has been so signed. 

12. If the Returning Officer certifies as mentioned in section 11, Publication of 

the Minister shall publish in the Gazette- . ~::~:'petition. 
(a) the Returning Officer's certificate, and 1062,1911, I. u. 

(b) 8. 1572, 1923, ., 6. 



PART II. 

Provisions 88 to 
counter-petition. 
1062, 1911, 8. 15. 
1104. 1912, 8. 9. 

If 8ufficient counter­
petition not 
presented District 
ma.y be proc1a.imed. 
1062, 1911, Ii. 16. 
1104, 1912, 8. 10. 
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(b) a notioe in the presoribed form, fixing a time, being not less 
than four week-sfrom the date of the publioation of the 
notioe, within whioh a counter-petition praying that the 

. proposed shopping district. be not oonstituted, or that a 
weekday other than the day stated in the petition shall 
be the oompulsory half-holiday therein, may be pre­
sented to the Minister, and shall forthwith upon the 
publioation in the Gazette of the said certificate and notice 
publish in two newspapers circulating in the proposed 
shopping distriot an advertisement in the prescribed 
form calling attention to the publication in the Gazette 
of the said certificate and notioe and specifying the time 
fixed by the notice within whioh a counter-petition may 
be presented as mentioned in the notice .• 

13. (1) A counter-petition, as mentioned in section 12, signed 
by a quorum of the electors residing in the proposed shopping 
district and in the prescribed form, may be presented to the Minister 
within the time fixed under that section. 

(2) Any suoh counter-petition so presented shall be referred by 
the Minister to the Returning Officer for the State who shall 
certify to the Minister in writing the number of electors residing in 
the proposed shopping district who have signed such counter-petition. 

(3) The Returning Officer's certificate shall be published by the 
Minister in the Gazette. 

14. (1) Unless within the time fixed under section 12 there is duly 
presented to the Minister such a counter-petition as mentioned in 
that section in the prescribed form and signed by a larger number of 
electors residing in the proposed shopping district than the number 
who signed the petition, the Governor may by Proclamation con­
stitute the proposed shopping district a shopping distriot under this 
Act and assign a name thereto and declare-

I. that in that shopping district the compulsory half-holiday 
shall be the day specified in the petition; and 

II, the date upon which this Aot shall oome into operation in 
the said shopping district, which shall not be earlier than 
one month from the date of the publication of the Gazette 
containing such Proclamation; 

and the said shopping district shall be duly constituted as from that 
date, and the compulsory half-holiday therein shall be the day 
declared by the Proclamation; and this Act shall come into opera­
tion in the said shopping district on the date so declared. 

(2) When under the foregoing provisions of this seotion the 
Governor is empowered to make a Proclamation, the petition shall 
be deemed to have been finally dealt with-

(a) upon the publioation of the Proolamation, or 
(b) if 
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(b) if no such Proclamation is published within the period of 
two months from the expiration of the time fixed under 
section 12, then at the close of the said period of two 
months. 

PART n. 

15. (I) If within the time fixed under section 12 there is duly Counter-petitions. 

presented to the Minister such a counter-petition as mentioned in 1104. 1912. 8. 11. 

that section, in the prescribed fonn, signed by a larger number of 
electors residing in the proposed shopping district than the number 
of electors who signed the petition, and praying that the proposed 
shopping district be not constituted, then the petition shall not be 
granted, and shall be deemed to have been finally dealt with. 

(2) If no such oounter-petition, signed as mentioned in subseotion 
(1) hereof, and praying that the proposed.shopping district be not 
constituted, is duly presented to the Minister within the time fixed 
under section 12 but within that time there is duly present.ed to 
him such a oounter-petition, signed as mentioned in subsection (I) 
hereof, and praying that a weekday therein specified other than 
the day stated in the petition be the compulsory half-holiday, then 
the Governor may, by Proclamation, oonstitute the proposed shop­
ping district a shopping district under this Act, and assign a name 
thereto, and deolare-

I. subject to subsection (3) hereof, that in the said shopping 
district the compulsory half-holiday shall be .the day 
specified in the counter-petition, and 

II. the date upon which this Act shall come into operation in 
the said shopping district, which shall not be earlier than 
one month from the date of the publication of the Gazette 
containing the Proclamation; 

and the said shopping district shall be duly oonstituted as from 
the date declared, the compulsory half-holiday therein shall be the 
day declared by the Proclamation, and this Act shall oome into 
operation in the said shopping district on the date so declared. 

(3) If, in such a case as provided for in subsection (2) hereof, two 
or more counter-petitions, each signed as therein mentioned, are 
duly presented as ~herein mentioned, and such counter-petitions 
specify different days for the compulsory half-holiday, then the day 
specified in such one of the said counter-petitions as is most 
numerously signed shall, in the Proclamation under subsection (2) 
hereof, be deolared to be the oompulsory half-holiday. 

16. When under the provisions of subsection (2) of section 15 When petition 
the Governor is empowered to make a Proclamation, the petition fin~y dealt with. 
shall be deemed to have been finally dealt with- IbId., B. 17. 

(a) upon the publication of the Proclamation, or 
(b) if no such Proclamation is published within the period of 

two months fron the expiration of the time fixed under 
section 12, then at the close of the said period of two 
months. .. . 

17. When 

7 
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Person signing a. 
petition under 

'section 11 ma.y sign 
counter-petition as 
to half-holida.y_ 
10S2, 1911, s. 22. 

P~wer of 'Minister 
to annex outlXing 
&rea. to ShoppIng 
District. 
Ibid., s. 22.4. 
1572, 192."l. s. 7. 

Change of com­
pulsory half-holiday 
when outlying area 
annexed. 
Ibid., s. 22B. 
Ibid., S. 7. 
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17. When ~ ·p~rson ha.s signed a petition under section 10 as to 
apropo&edshopping district, he shall not thereby be disqualified 
from signing a oounter-petition praying that a day other than the 
day stated in such petition shall be the oompulsory half-holiday in 
suoh shopping distriot. 

18. (1) 'In any oase where, in the opinion of the Minister, it is 
desirable that any ,area adjoining a shopping district should be 
annexed to that shopping district, the Minister-

(a) shall publish in the Gazette a notice, in the prescribed form 
of such his opinion, fixing a time, being not less than six 
weeks from the date of the publication of the notice, 
within which a petition praying that the area concerned 
be not annexed to the district may be presented to the 
Minister; and 

(b) shall, forthwith upon the publication in the Gazette of the 
said notioe, publish in two newspapers circulating in the 
area concerned an advertisement, in the prescribed form, 
calling attention to the publication in the Gazette of the 
said notice and specifying the time fixed by the said 
notice within which a petition may be presented as 
mentioned in the said notice. 

(2) Unless, within the time fixed under subsection (1) hereof, 
there is duly presented to the Minister a petition as mentioned 
in that subsection, in the prescribed form and signed by a 
majority of the electors residing in the area concerned, the 
Governor may, by Proclamation, annex that area to the shopping 
district mentioned in the notice published by the Minister in the 
Gazette, and thereupon the said area shall be annexed to and form 
part of the said shopping district. 

(3) If, within the tinie fixed under subsection (1) hereof, there 
is duly presented to the Minister a petition as mentioned in that 
subsection, in the prescribed form, and signed by a majority of the 
electors residing in the area concerned, then subsection (2) hereof 
shall not apply. 

(4) The Minister shall refer any petition presented under this 
section if such petition is in the prescribed form, to the Returning 
Officer for the State. The said Returning Officer shall certify in 
writing to the Minister whether or not the petition. has been signed 
by a majority of the electors residing in the area concerned, and the 
Minister shall publish the certificate in the Gazette. 

19. (1) A petition m~y be presente~ to the M~niste:, p.raying t~at 
the compulsory balf-hohday for shops In. a shoppmg dlstnct to whICh 
an adjoining area has been annexed under section 18 be changed to 
the 'weekday Sl>eoified in the petition. 

(2) A .petitiQIl: under this- seotion may be presented. at any t~e 
within six months after the making of the ProclamatIOn annexmg 
the .adjoining area to the shopping district. 

(3) Every 
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(3) Every such petition-

(a) shall be in the prescribed form; and 

(b) shall be signed by a majority of the electors residing in the 
said shopping district. 

(4) Upon the presentation of a petition under subsection (1) hereof 
the Minister shall refer the same to the Returning Officer for the 
State. 

(5) If the Returning Officer is satisfied that the petition has been 
duly signed as required by subsection (3) hereof he shall certify to 
the Minister in writing that it has been so signed. 

(6) If the Returning Officer certifies as mentioned in subsection 
(.1) hereof the Minister shall by notice in the prescribed form and 
published in the Gazette and in two newspapers circulating in the 
shopping district, declare that from the time specified in the notice 
the compulsory half-holiday shall be changed as prayed by the 
petition. 

(7) Nothing in this section shall affect the right of any person to 
present a petition under section 20. 

Change of Day for Half-Holiday. 

PA.RT n. 

• 

20. (1) A petition may be presented to the Minister praying Petition for change 

that the compulsory weekly half-holiday for shops in a sliopping ~f ~:y for half· 

district, other than the Metropolitan Shopping District, be changed 01 ay. 1062, 1911, s. 23. 
to the week day specified in such petition. 1104, 1912, s. 12. 

(2) Every petition under this section­

(a) shall be in the prescribed form ; 

(b) shall be signed by a quorum of the electors residing in the 
said shopping district; and 

(c) shall not be presented within-three year~ of the day of the 
p~esentation of any other petition which has been 
presented with regard to such shopping district under 
this section or under section 19, and which has been 
granted, nor within one year of the day of the presentation 
of any other petition which has been presented with 
regard to such district under this section or under 
section 19, and which has not been granted. 

1572, 1923, s. 8. 
1687, 1925,8. 7. 

21. (1) Upon the presentation of a petition under section -20 the Petition to be 

Minister shall refer the petition to the Returning Officer for the ~eferrOeffid to Return· 

S q ~~ 
tate. examination. 

( ) If h R t . Offi . f .. b h .. h 1062, 1911, s. 24. 
2 t e. e urnIng . cer IS 0 ?plnIOn t at t e pe~ltIon ~·s 11M, ]912, &. 9. 

been duly sIgned as requIred by sectIon 20, he shall certify to the 
Minister in writing that it has been so signed~ 

22. If 
B--1741 

9 
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PART 11. 

Minister to publish 
date for counter­
petition. 
Ibid., 8. 25. 

Ibid., 8. 13. 
1687, 1925, s. 8. 

If no counter­
petition, half­
holiday to be 
changed. 
1062, 1911, B. 26. 

Counter-petition to 
be referred to 
Returning Officer. 
Ibid., s. 27. 

Effect of counter­
petition. 
Ibid., s. 28. 
1104. 1912 8 28. 

It GEORGII V, No. 1744. 

Early Closing Act.-1926. 

22. If the ~turning Officer certifies as mentioned in section 21, 
the Minister shall publish in the Gazette and in two newspapers 
circulating in the shopping district-

(a) The Returning Officer's certificate, and 

(b) A notice in the prescribed form fixing a time, being not less 
than one month from the date of the latest of such 
publications, within which a counter-petition may be 
presented praying that the half-holiday be not changed, 
or that the half-holiday be changed to some day other 
than the day mentioned in the petition. 

23. (1) Unless within the time fixed under section 22 there is 
presented to the Minister such a counter-petition a~ mentioned in 
section 22, in the prescribed form and signed by as large a number 
of electors residing in the shopping district as the number who 
signed the petition, the compulsory half-holiday shall be changed as 
prayed by the petition. 

(2) Such change shall come into force on a date to be declared 
by the Minister, by notice in the prescribed form published in the 
Gazette and in two newspapers circulating in the shopping district. 

(3) Such date shall be not earlier than fourteen days from the 
date of the publication of the Gazette containing such notice. 

24. The provision of section 13, mutatis mutandis, shall apply to 
and in respect of a counter-petition under section 23 and the 
Returning Officer's certificate with regard thereto. 

25. (1) If within the time fixed under section 22 there is duly 
presented to the Minister a counter-petition in the prescribed form 
signed by as large a number of electors residing in the shopping 
district as the number who signed the petition, praying that the 
hR.lf-holiday be not changed, then the petition shall not be granted. 

(2) If no such counter-petition signed as mentioned in subsection 
(1) hereof, and praying that the half-holiday be not changed, is duly 
presented to the Minister within the time fixed under section 22, but 
within that time there is duly presented to him a counter-petition 
signed by greater number of electors than the number who signed 
the petition, praying that the half-holiday be changed to some other 
day than the day mentioned in the petition, the compulsory half­
holiday shall be changed as prayed by the counter-petition. 

(3) Such change shall come into force on a date to be declared by 
the Minister by notice in the prescribed form published in the Gazette 
and in two newspapers circulating in the shopping district. The 
date declared under this subsection shall be not earlier than fourteen 
days from the date of the pUblication of the Gazette containing such 
notice. 

, (4) If in such a case as provided for in subsection (2) hereof two 
or more counter-petitions each signed as therein mentioned are duly 

presented 
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presented as therein. mentIOned, an~ such counter-petitions specify 
different days to which the half-hohday should he changed, then the 
day specified in such one of the said counter-petitions as is most 
numerous]y signed shall be the compulsory half-holiday. 

11 

PART U. 

26. (1) The Returning Officer for the State may refer any petition Town and district 

presented under this Part to the town clerk or district clerk of any ~:~~~~~:c!~in 
municipality or district council district, which, or part of which, pre~aring hiB 

is comprised within the proposed shopping district defined in the certificate. 
. . 'th t th h I k'll 'fy h . t' 1104 1912 9 16 petItIOn, WI a reques at suc c er WI certl w at SIgna orles ' ,. 

to the petition reside in the municipality or district council district 
or part, and the total number of electors who reside therein. 

(2) Thereupon it shall be the duty of the said clerk to furnish the 
Returning Officer, as soon as practicable with a statement, certifying 
a:s requeBted by the Returning Officer, to the best of his information 
and belief, and the Returning Officer may, for the purpose of any 
certificate required of him by the principal Act, assume that the 
information contained in the statement is correct. 

PART Ill. 
ADMINISTRATION. 

PART 111. 

27. The Governor shall appoint a Registrar of Shops for each Registrar of shops. 

shopping district: Provided that- 1062, 191], s. 30. 

I. The Chief Inspector shall be the Registrar for the Metro­
politan Shopping District until some (if any) other person 
is appointed to be such Registrar; and 

II. any Inspector may be appointed to the office of Registrar for 
a shopping district. . 

28. (1) The Chief Inspector of Factories, appointed under the Inspectors. 

Industrial Code, 1920, shall be Chief Inspector of Shops. Ibid., B. 31. 
1453,1920. 

(2) The Governor may appoint so many Inspectors of Shops as 
he deems necessary. 

29. (1) Every Inspector and every member of the Police Force PowerRofinSl1ectors. 
may- Ibid., B. 32. 

(a) enter, inspect, and examine--

I. any shop at any time when he has reasonable cause to 
believe that any person is employed therein: 

II. at all reasonable times any place which he has rea130nable 
cause to believe to be a shop; and 

(b) question with respect to matters under this Act any person 
found therein. (2) No 
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PART 111. 

Penalty for obstruo. 
tion, &0. 
Ibid., s. 33. 

PART IV. 

Registration of 
shops. 
Ibid., 88. 3,1,. 35, 36. 
1572, 1923, s. 9. 
1687, 1925, s. 12. 
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(2) No person shall be. bound to answer a question on such an 
occasion if the answer might incriminate him. 

30. No person shall-

(a) obstruct or interfeI;e with or wilfully delay an inspector or 
a member of the Police Force in the execution of any 
of his duties or powers under this Act; 

(b) subject to subsection (2) of section 29, omit to truly 
ansWer or reply to a guestion asked by an inspec~or or 
a meml¥r of the Police Force under the authonty of 
section 29 '; or ' 

(0) directly or indireotly prevent or dissuade, or attempt to 
prevent or dissuade, any person from appearing before or 
being questioned by an inspector or a member of . t.he 
Police Force acting under the authority of section 29. 

Penalty-Five Pounds. 

PART IV. 

REGISTRATION. OF SHOPS .. 
31. (1) Every person-

(a) who is in occupation of a shop when this Act comes into 
operation; or 

. (b) who, after this Act oomes into operation, goes into oocupa­
tion of a shop; or 

(0) who is in oocupation of a buildillf! or place when it becomes 
a shop, or when, after a period of disuse, it again 
becomes a shop, 

shall apply to have his shop registered, and so long as be continues 
to oocupy the shop, apply annually as hereinafter provided for renewa] 
of the registration thereof: Provided that any shop registered 
under any of the Acts repealed by this Act at the time of the 
oommencement of this Act shall be deemed to be registered under 
this Act. 

(2) Application for registration shall be made­

(a) in the prescribed manner; and 

(b) within the time~ following :-

I. under subdivision (a) of subsection (1), within twenty-one 
days after this Act oomes into operation: 

n. under subdivision (b) of the said subsection, within three 
days after suoh going into ocoupation : . 

nI. under 
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III. under subdivision (0) of the said subsection, within three 
days after such building or place becomes or again 
becomes a shop 

and shall be accompanied by the fee required by this Act. 

(3) Application for renewal of registration shall, be made-­

(a) in the _ prescribed manner; and 

(b) not later than the thirty-first day of July In each 
year; 

and shall be accompanied by the fee required by this Act. 

(4) Every applicant for registration or renewal of registration of 
a shop shall furnish the Registrar with such particulars as the 
Registrar requires or as are prescribed, in order to enable the 
Registrar to determine to what class the'shop belongs; and the 
Registrar shall register every shop as belOIiging to the class' so 
determined. 

(5) The determination of the Registrar as to the class to which 
any shop belongs shall be final; and a document purporting to be a 
certificate under the hand of the Registrar stating the class to which 
any shop mentioned in the certificate belongs shall be conclusive 
evidence of the facts certified. ' ' 

13 

PART IV. 

32. Registration or renewal of registration shall be effected by Rjfegist:tion-how 

the Registrar's entering the prescribed particulars hi a register to be ;b~;te '35 

kept by him: Provided that the Registrar shall not effect the Ib:d":' 10' 
registration or the renewal of the registratiQn of any shop until the .,.. 
fees required by this Act are paid. 

33. The fees payable in respect of registration and annual renewal Fees for registration 

of registration shall be those prescribed by the Fourth Schedule to ~~~::~:~ of 
this Act. 'Ib'd 35 I ., S. A. 

Ibid., s. 11. 

34. (1) No person shall ocoupy or use any shop after the expira- Penalti~8for 
t · f h' l' bl h . ul 'b d b occupatIon of Ion 0 t e tIme app lca e to t e partlc ar case, as preserl e Y unregistered shops. 
subsection (2) of section 31, unless that shop is duly registered under New. 
this Act. Ibid., B.36. 

Penalty-Two Pounds for every day during which the unregistered Ibid., s. 12. 

shop is occupied or used. ' , ' 

(2) No person shall occupy or use any shop after the expiration 
of the time for renewal of the registration of that shop, unless the 
registration is duly renewed under this Act. 

Penalty-Two Pounds for every day during which the shop is 
occupied or used without renewal as aforesaid after the time 
for sucb renewaL 

PART 
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PART V. 

PROVISIONS AS TO CLOSING TIMES AND 
WORKING HOURS. 

DIVISION L-THE CLOSING TIMES. 

35. (1) The closing times in every week for all shops except 
tobacconists' shops shall be as follows :-

(a) In a Saturday Closing District-

six o'clock on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday: 

nine o'clock on Friday: 

one o'clock on Saturday; 
(b) In a shopping district other than a Saturday Closing District-

one o'clock on the compulsory weekly half-holiday: 

nine o'clock on Saturday: 

six o'clock on every other weekday. 

(2) The closing times in every week for tobacconists' shops shall 
be as follows:-

.(0,) In a Saturday CloSing District-

eight o'clock on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 
and Saturday: 

nine o'clock on Friday; 

(b) In a shopping district other than a Saturday Closing District­

nine 0' clook on Saturday: 

. eight o'clock on every other weekday. 

(3) With respect to butchers' shops within the Metropolitan 
Shopping District, subsection (1) of this section shall be read as if 
the words" six o'olock" were substituted for the words "nine 
o'clock" in paragraph (a) thereof. 

• 
36. (1) Subject to subsections (2) and (3) hereof, whenever a 

public holiday occurs the following alterations in the closing times 
shall apply in the case of every shopkeeper, namely:-

A. In a Saturday Closing District-
I. when such holiday is kept on a Monday-

(d) the compulsory half-holiday need not be kept or allowed 
in the preceding week; and 

(b) the closing times in such preceding week shall be six 
o'clock on the Saturday, but on other days shall 
remain as provided by seotion 35 ; 

II. when 
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II. when such holiday is kept on a weekday other than a Monday 
the compulsory half-holiday need not be kept or allowed 
in the week in which such holiday is kept; 

III. when such holiday is kept on a Tuesday, Wednesday, or 
Thursday, the closing times in such week shall be six 
o'clock on the Saturday, but on other days shall remain as 
provided by section 35; and 

IV. when such holiday is kept on a Friday, the closing times in 
such week shall be nine o'clock on the Thursday and six 
o'clock on the Saturday, but on other days shall remain as 
provided by section 35. 

B. In a shopping di&trict other than a Saturday Closing Distriot­
I. the compulsory half-holiday need not be kept or allowed in 

the week in which such holiday is kept; 

II. when such holiday is kept on a Saturday, the closing times 
in such week shall be six o'clock on the usual day for the 
compulsory half-holiday, and nine o'clock on the Friday, 
but on other days shall remain as provided by section 35; 
and 

III. when such holiday is kept on a day other than a Saturday 
but not on the usual day for the compulsory half-holiday, 
the closing times in such week shall be six o'clock on the 
usual day for the compulsory half-holiday, but on other 
days shall remain as provided by section 35. 

(2) With respect to tobacconists' shops, subsection (1) hereof shall 
be read as if the words" eight o'clock" were substituted for the 
words "six o'clock" wherever such last-mentioned words are 
mentioned therein. 

(3) With respect to butchers' shops within the Metropolitan 
Shopping District subsection (1) hereof shall be read as if the words 
" six o'clock" were substituted for the words" nine o'clock" in 
paragraph IV. thereof, and so far as the said butchers' shops are 
concerned every reference ill the said subsection to section 35 shall be 
deemed a reference to that section as construed with respect to 
butchers' shops within the Metropolitan Shopping District. 
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DmSION I. 

DIVISION H.-COMPULSORY CLOSING. DIHSION 11. 
- - _.-._------------

37. (1) Every shopkeeper shall, on each day, close and fasten his Dut! to .close at 
shop at the closing time, and keep the same closed and fastened ~~.:ng t;e. 
against the admission of the public for the remainder of the day, l~;' ~~25' 14 
and, in case such day is a Saturday, shall keep the sa;me so closed ' ,s.. 

and fastened until the following Monday morning. 

Penalty-F-or first offence, Ten Pounds; for any subsequent offence, 
Twenty-five Pounds . 

. (2) Whenever a public holiday occurs, every shopkeeper shall keep 
hIS shop closed and fastened against the admission of the public 
from the closing time on the day preceding the public holiday, or if 

the 
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the public holiday falls on a Monday from the closing time on the 
previous Saturday, until the morning of the day following the public 
lwliday. 

Penalty-For first offence, Ten Pounds; for any subsequent offence, 
Twenty-five Pounds. 

38. (I) Subiect to section 42, no shopkeeper shall, on any day 
after closing time or on Sunday, or on any public holiday, in, about, 
or from any shop, sell any goods or offer or expose any goods for 
sale'or, except as.permitted by subsection (3) hereof or section 41, 
deliver any goods or cause or permit any goods to be delivered. 

.Penalty-For first offence, Ten Pounds; for any subsequent offence 
Twenty-five Pounds. 

(2) While a shop is closed in accordance with section 37, goods 
exposed in a window thereof, and the only access to w hich g~ods is 
from the inside of the shop, shall not, for the purposes of this section, 
be deemed to be exposed for sale. 

(3) Notwithstanding anything in this section, any shopkeeper 
may, within one hour after the closing time on any day, deliver to 
customers, elsewhere than at his shop, goods bought by such 
oustomers before the closing time. 

Assista.nts to be. 39. Every shopkeeper shall, on the compulsory half-holiday in 
a.ll~wedhalf.hohda.y. every week, allow such half-holiday from one o'clock to each shop 
Ibld.,s.41. assistant employed in or about or engaged in connection with the 

Suspension of s. 39 
of this Act. 
IbiO., 8. 41A. 
1572, 1923, s. 16. 

shop. 

Penalty-For first offence, Ten Pounds; for any subsequent offence, 
rJ'wenty-five Pounds. 

40. (1) The Minister, or any officer authorised by the Minister to 
grant suspensions under this section, may on the application of any 
shopkeeper in the Metropolitan Shopping District, suspend the 
operation of section 39 for one Saturday in any year in respect of 
such shopkeeper's shop: Provided that-

(a) No suspension under this section shall be granted unless 
the Minister, or such officer as aforesaid, is satisfied that 
the suspension is required only for the purpose of per­
mitting shop assistants to engage or assist in stock­
taking; 

(b) Every suspension granted under this section shall be void 
unless the shop in respect of which the 'same is granted 
is kept closed on the morning of the Saturday for which 
the suspension is issued ; 

(0) Every suspension shall be subject to such conditions, if any, 
as the Minister or officer granting the same imposes, 
either by the notice of suspension or by subsequent 
notice signed by him; and 

(d) Every 
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(d) Every such suspension shall be, and be deemed always to 
have been, void unless the shopkeeper of the shop in 
respect of which the suspension is . granted pays any 
shop assistants employed by him after the closing time 
at a rate not less than one and a half times the ordinary 
rates of wages paid to those shop assistants: Provided 
that no shop assistant so employed after the closing 
time shall receive less than Five Shillings as payment 
for such employment on any day. 

(2) A fee of Two Shillings and Sixpence for every suspension 
under this section shall be paid to the Minister or officer granting 
the same. 
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DIVISION n. 

41. No shopkeeper shall·-- Assistant not to be 
rcq uired to WOI k or 

(a) require or, subJect to section 42, permit or suffer any shop Mmain after fixed 

assistant to work for him, either in or about the shop I::;: s. 42. 
or elsewhere, after the closing time on any day: 1104.1912, s. 20. 

(b) require or permit or suffer any shop assistant to be or 
remain in or about the business portion of the shop after 
thirty minutes after the closing time on any day: Pro­
vided that any shopkeeper may, on any day, permit or 
suffer any shop assistant who is engaged in delivering 
goods carried from his shop, and who has left such shop 
with such goods not later than one hour before the 
closing time for such day, to be engaged, within one hour 
after such closing time, in the delivery to customers, 
elsewhere than at such shop, of goods bought by such 
customers before such closing time, and in ·returning to 
the shop and stabling or putting away any animal, 
vehicle, or thing used by him for the purposes of such 
delivery. 

Penalty-For first offence, Ten Pounds; for any subsequent offence, 
Twenty-five Pounds. 

42. Notwithstanding anything in this Act, it shall be lawful for Quarter hour's, 

h k h · t b d d f fifte grace for certaIn S Op eeper or s op aSSIstant 0 e engage on any ay or en purposes on half. 
minutes after the closing time in- holiday.-

. 11 . 'd h h hI' Ibid. s. 43. 1. servIng customers actua y InSl e t e s op at t e c OSIng Ib'd' 21 

t
. 1 • S. • Ime; or 

II. adjusting goods in the shop; or 
III. closing the shop. 

43. No shop assistant shall-' R~trictions upon 

( ) h· I . . b h sh aBSlStantf.r. a work for IS emp oyer, eIther In or a out t e op or else- Ibid .• s.44. 
where, after the closing time on any day, except when Ibid., 8. 22-

and as allowed by section 42; or 
(b) be or remain in or about the business portion of the shop 

after thirty minutes after the closing time on any day. 
Penalty-Two Pounds.M. (1) The 

·0-1744 
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44. (1) The Minister, or any officer authorised by the Minister to 
grant suspensions under this section, may, on being satisfi(>.d of the 
neoessity therefor, by notice signed by him, suspend the operation 
of sections 41 and 43-

(a) as regards any shop; or 

(b) as regards all shops of a partioular class situated in any 
partioular shopping district; or 

(c) as regards any person or persons. 

(2) No suoh suspension shall apply in respeot of any period 
exoeeding six oonsecutive week days. 

(3) Every suoh suspension shall be subject to suoh oonditions, if 
any, as the Minister or offioer granting the same imposes, either by 
the notioe of susp'ension or by subsequent notioe signed by him. 

(4) The Minister, or any officer authorised by the Minister to 
revoke suspensions granted under this section, may, upon being 
satisfied that a breach of any condition to which any such suspension 
is subject has taken place in or in connection with any shop, or with 
respect to any person, revoke the suspension as regards that shop 
or person by notice delivered or posted to the shopkeeper or person 
conoerned. 

(5) Any person who commits a breach of any condition to which 
an! suoh suspension is subject, shall be guilty of an offenoe against 
thIS Aot. 

Penalty-In the case of a shopkeeper, Ten Pounds; in the case of 
any other person, Two Pounds. 

(6) '\\Inen any suspension is granted under this section as regards' 
any partioular shop or shops or as regards any partioular person 
or parsons, a fee of Tw 0 Shillings and Sixpence for every suoh sus­
pension shall be paid to the Minister or officer granting the same. 

45. No person shall enter any shop on any weekday after closing 
time or on Sunday or any public holiday for the purpose of buy­
ing or reoeiving goods therein. 
Penalty-Five Pounds. 

46. (1) No shopkeeper shall upon any Sunday or any public 
holiday-

(a) oarry on any business in any shop; or 

(b) open or keep open any shop for the purpose of carrying on 
any business. 

Penalty-For first offenoe, Ten Pounds; for any subsequent offence, 
Twenty-five Pounds. 

(2) The presence in any shop on a Sunday or a public holiday 
of any person other than the shopkeeper of such shop or a member 
of his family shall be conolusive evidenoe of a breaoh by suoh shop­
keeper of the provisions of this section. 

(3) The 
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(3) The provisions of this section are in addition to, and shall 
not be deemed to derogate from, the provisions of any other enact­
ment or any other law as to Sunday trading or Sunday observancp.. 

47 (1) The Chief Inspector upon being satisfied that a proper Licences !or t!ading 
• . ' • after closmg time for 

case eXIsts for the exerCIse of the power here by conferred upon hIm, certain purposes. 

may grant a licence- 1104.1912. s. 24. 

,I. permitting the exposing for sale and the sale and delivery 
of goods the proceeds whereof are to be devoted to any 
benevolent, charitable religious, or public purpose, or in 
aid of any friendly or benefit society; or 

II. permitting a bona fide commercial traveller or agent 
representing a wholesale house to expose samples for 
purposes merely of securing wholesale orders for goods, 
but for no other purpose ; or 

III. permitting the sale and delivery of goods for provisioning 
any ship; 

after the closing times. 
(2) Every licence so granted shall state the purpose for which it 

is granted, and shall be subject to such conditions as are set out 
therein and may be for any term not exceeding one year. 

(3) A fee of Two Shillings and Sixpence shall be paid for every 
such licence. 

(4) Any such licence may provide that the provisions of Part IV. 
of this Act, as to the reg.istration of shops, shall not apply in respect 
of the place in which goods are offered or exposed for sale pursuant 
to such licence. 

(5) Any such licence shall render lawful anything done or omitted 
in accordance with the terms thereof: Provided that if anything 
is done or omitted in excess of such terms or in any way contrary 
to any condition thereof, such licence shall immediately become, and 
continue to be, of no effect. 

(6) The holder of a licence granted under this section shall 
produce the same for examination whenever demanded by an 
inspector or any member of the Police Force, and any person acting, 
or purporting to act, under the authority of a licence so granted, 
who fails to produce such licence when demanded as aforesaid shall 
be deemed to be unlicensed. 

48. (1) The Chief Inspector, on being satisfied that a proper case Auc~ion~r may 
. t f h . fth h b f d h' obtamlicenceto eXlS s or t e exerCIse 0 e power ere y con erre upon 1m, may sell after hours in 

grant a licence permitting any goods to be sold, offered or exposed for country districts. 

sale by auction at any time after the closing time fixed by Division 1572, 1923. s. 28. 

1. of Part V. of this Act for shops other than tobacconists' shops. 

(2) Every licence so granted shall be subject to such conditions 
as are set out therein, and shall specify the time or times, the day 
or days, and the goods, in respect of which it is granted. Such 
goods may be so specified either generally or particularly. 

(3) A fee of Two Shillings and Sixpence shall be paid for every 
such licence. (4) Any 
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(4) Any such licence shall render lawful anything done or omitted 
in accordance with the terms thereof: Provided that if anything is 
done or omitted in excess of such terms or in any way contrary to 
any condition thereof, such licence shall immediately become, and 
continue to be, of no effect. 

(5) The holder of 'a licence granted under this section shall pro­
ducethe same for examination whenever demanded by an inspector 
or any member of the Police Force, and any person acting or pur­
porting to act under a licence so granted, who fails to produce the 
licence when demanded as aforesaid, shall be deemed to be unlicensed. 

(6) The provisions of this section shall not apply within the 
Metropolitan Shopping District. 

49. (1) The· Minister may, upon the application of apy shop­
keeper, grant a licence to such shopkeeper permitting him to sell 
motor spirit alid lubricants for motor vehicles on weekdays after 
the closing time and on Sunday. 

(2) Every such licence shall specify the shop in respect of which 
it is granted and shall be subject to such restrictions as to the hours 
and place of sale, ~nd the employment of shop assistants in connec­
tion with such sale, and to such other conditions as to payment of 
fees and otherwise as are prescribed for licences under this section, 
and shall in all cases upon failure to observe or breach of any of the 
restrictions or conditions thereof forthwith be and be deemed always 
to have been void. 

(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act it shall be 
lawful for the holder of any such licence to offer and expose for 
sale and to sell motor spirit and lubricants at the hours mentioned 
in the licence, and to keep his shop open at those hours, and to 
employ shop assistants at those hours, according to the tenor of 
the licence. 

(4) If the Minister considers that any licence granted under this 
section has been abused in any way or to any extent, he may in the 
exercise of his absolute and uncontrolled discretion, by notice 
signed by him and delivered personally to or served by post on the 
holder thereof cancel the licence and thereupon the licence shall 
be absolutely void. 

(5) The provisions of sections 39, 41, and 43 of this Act shall not 
apply to any shop in respect of which a licence under this section 
is granted: But section 50 of this Act shall apply to every such 
shop as if the same were an exempted shop. 

(6) Any person alleged in any complaint to be the holder of a 
licence under this section shall for all purposes eonneeted with and 
in all proceedings under or upon sueh complaint be deemed to be the 
holder of such licence unless he, at the hearing of such complaint, 
satisfies the Special Ma~istrate or Justiees to the contrary. 

DIVISION III.-,HALF-HOLIDAYS IN EXEMPTED SHOPS. 

50. The following provisions as to a compulsory half-holiday 
shall apply as regards exempted shops and tobacconists' shops :-

(1) Every shopkeeper shall on some one weekday in each week 
allow to each shop assistant employed by him a half-holiday from 
one o'clock. Penalty 
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Penalty-For first offence, Ten Pounds: for any subsequent offence, 
Twenty-five Pounds. 

(2) No such shopkeeper shall require or .permit or suffer. any shop 
assistant. after one o'clock on the.half-holiday of such aSSIstant-

(a) to work for him either in or about the shop or else­
where; or 

(b) to be or remain in or about the business portion of the shop. 
Penalty'-For first offence, Ten Pounds; for any subsequent offence, • 

Twenty-five Pounds. 
(3) No such shop assistant shall, after one o'clock on his half­

holiday-
(a) work for his employer either in or about the shop or else­

where ;or 
(b) be or remain in or about the business portion of the shop. 

Penalty--Two Pounds. 
(4) In this section" shop assistant" includes any person engaged 

in or in connection with the business of or carried on in the shop. 
(5) For the purposes of this Division of this Part any person 

engaged in the business of milk-seller shall be deemed to be a shop­
kee,Per, notwithstanding that he does not carryon such business in 
or In connection with any shop as defined by section 4. 

51. (1) A petition may be presented to the Minister by a ~etition for adop-
.. f th t "b f h k f d h tlOn of the general majOrIty 0 e aggrega. e num er 0 s op eepers 0, an s op haU.holidayas 

assistants employed in or about or engaged in connection with, any regards exempted 

c~ass of .exempted s~ops .spe.cified i~ su~h petition. 'Yhich are ~~:.~F.4!1. 
~Ituated In the shoppIng dIstrIct specified In such petItIon, pray- . 
Ing-

(a) that the provisions of section 50 shall cease to apply to 
shops of the specified class; and . 

(b) that the compulsory half-holiday for shops other than 
exempted shops in the shopping district shall be a 
compulsory half-holiday as regards shops of the said class. 

(2) Every such petition shall be in the prescribed form and be 
verified in the prescribed manner. 

(3) No petition shall be presented under this section, with regard 
to any class of shops, within three years of the presentation of a 
petition under this section with regard to the same class of shops 
situated in the same shopping district. . 

52. (1) Upon the presentation of a petition under section 51 the Refere~ce of petition 
M· . te h II f h t hR' f h h '. to RegIstrar for ImS ~ s a re er t e same () t e egistrar or t e SOppIng examination. 

district, who shall examine the signatures thereto. Ibid., s. 50. 

(2) If the Registrar is of opinion that the petition has been 
signed by a majority of the shopkeepers of the class of shops 
specified therein which are situated in the shopping district, he 
shall certify to the Minister in writing that it has been so signed. 

(3) If 
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(3) If the Registrar is of opinion that the petition has not been 
signed, as mentioned in subsection (2) hereof, but that it has been 
duly signed as required by section 51, he shall certify to the Minister 
in writing that it has been so signed. 

53. (1) If the Registrar certifies as mentioned in subsection (2) 
of section 52, the Minister shall, by a notice in the prescribed form 
published in the Gazette and in two newspapers circulating in the 
shopping district, declare that, in every week after a date fixed by 
the notice, all shops of such class situated ·in that shopping district 
shall be closed at one o'clock on the day specified in the, notice 
(being the compulsory half-holiday for shops other than exempted 
shops), and that that day shall be a compulsory weekly half-holiday 
as regards the said shops. 

(2) The date fixed by the notice shall be not earlier than fourteen 
days after the publication of the Gazette containing the notice. 

54. If the Registrar certifies as mentioned in subsection (3) of 
section 52, the Minister shall publish in the Gazette and in two 
newspapers circulating in the shopping district-

(a) the Registrar's certificate, and 

(b) a notice in the prescribed form fixing a time, being not less 
than one month from the date of the latest of such 
publications, within which a counter-petition, signed by 
shopkeepers of the class of shops specified in the p~tition 
which are situated in the shopping district, and praying 
that the petition be not granted, may be presented to 
the Minister. 

55. (1) If within the time fixed by the notice under section 54 
a counter-petition as mentioned in that section, and in the prescribed 
form, is presented to the Minister, he shall refer such counter-petition 
to the Registrar. 

(2) The Registrar shall thereupon examine the signatures to the 
counter-petition, and shall certify in writing to the Minister whether 
it has, or has not, been signed by at least three-fifths of the shop­
keepers of shops of the class specified in the petition, which are 
situated within the shopping district. 

(3) If the Registrar certifies that the counter-petition has been 
signed as mentioned in subsection (2) of this section, the petition 
shall not be granted. 

(4) If the Registrar certifies that the counter-petition has not been 
so signed, or if no counter-petition as mentioned in section 54, and 
in the prescribed form, is presented to the Minister within the time 
fixed by the notice under that section, the Minister shall, by a notice 
in the prescribed form published in the Gazette and in two newspapers 
circulating in the shopping district, declare as provided by section .53. 

(5) The 
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(5) The date fixed by the last-mentioned notice shall be not 
earlier than fourteen days after the publication of the GazeUe con­
taining the notice. 

56. From the date fixed by a notice under section 53 or 55- Effect of notice. 
Ibid., B. 55. 

(a) section 50 shall cease to apply to shops of the class mentioned .. 
in the notice situated ill the shopping district mentioned 
in the notice ; 

(b) one o'clock shall in every week be the closing time of the 
said shops on the compulsory half-holiday mentioned in 
the notice; and 

(0) sections 37 to 45, inclusive, shall apply to and in respect 
of the said shops on the said half-holiday in every week. 

DIVISION IV.-How A CLASS OF SHOPS MAY CEASE TO BE 
EXEMPTED. 

DIVISION IV. 

5 i. (1) A petition may be ~resented to the Minister by a Petition for class of 
.' f h t· f h k f d h shops to cease to be maJOrIty 0 t e aggrega e num er 0 s op eepers 0, an s Op exempted. 

assistants employed in or about or engaged in connection with, any Ibid., s. 56. 

class of exempted shops specified in the petition, which are situated 1572,1923, s. 21. 

in the shopping district specified in the petition, praying-

(a) that shops of the class specified shall cease to be exempted 
. shops; and 

(b) that the closing times of those shops shall be the times 
specified in the petition; and 

(c) that the goods specified in the petition shall cease to be 
exempted goods. 

(2) Every such petition shall be in t.he prescribed form and shall 
state the proposed closing times of the shops for the various weekdays, 
and the goods which strictly pertain to the principal business carried 
on in the shops, and shall be verified in the prescribed manner. 

(3) No petition shall be presented under this section, with regard 
to any class of shops, within three years of the presentation of a 
petition under this section with regard to the same class of shops 
situated in the same shopping district. 

58. (1) Upon the presentation of a petition under section 57 Procedu~ on 
the Minister shall refer the same to the Registrar for the shopping pre~e.ntatlOn of . petitIOn. 
dIStrict, who shall examine the signatures thereto. Ibid.,s.57. 

(2) If the Registrar is of opinion that the petition has been signed 
by a majority of the shopkeepers of the class of shops specified 
therein which are situated in the shopping district, he shall certify 
to the Minister in writing that it has been so signed. 

(3) If the Registrar is of opinion that the petition has not been 
signed as mentioned in subsection (2) hereof, but that it has been 
duly signed as required by section 57, he shall certify to the Minister 
in writing that it has been so signed. 

59. If 
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59. If the Registrar certifies as mentioned in subsection (2) of 
section 58, the Minister shall, by a notice in the prescribed form 
published in the GazeUe and in two news,Papers circulating in the 
shopping district, declare-

(a) that from a date fixed by such notice, shops of the class 
specified in the petition which are situated in the said 
shopping district, shall cease to be exempted shops 
within the meaning and for the purposes of this Act; and 

(b) the closing times for the said shops on the various weekdays, 
which times shall be those stated in the petition; and 

(0) that, from the said date fixed by the notice, the goods 
specified in the notice shall cease to be exempted goods, 
which goods shall be such of the goods specified in the 
petition as the Minister is satisfied strictly pertain to the 
principal business carried on in shops of the class specified 
in the petition. 

60. If the Registrar certifies as mentioned in subsection (3) of 
section 58, the Minister shall publish in the Gazette and in two news­
papers circulating in the shopping district-

(a) the Registrar's certificate, and 

(b) a notice in the prescribed form, fixing a time, being not less 
than one month from the date of the latest of such 
publications, within which a counter-petition, signed by 
shopkeepers of the class of shops specified in the petition, 
which are situated in the shopping district, and praying 
that the petition be not granted, may be presented to the 
Minister. 

61. (I) If within the time fixed by the notice under section 60 a 
counter-petition as mentioned in that section, and in the prescribed 
form, is presented to the Minister, he shall refer the counter-petition 
to the Registrar. 

(2) The Registrar shall thereupon examine the signatures to the 
counter-petition, and shall certify in writing to the Minister whether 
it has, or has not, been signed by at least three-fifths of the shop­
keepors of shops of the class specified in the petition, which are 
situated within the shopping district. 

62. (I) If the Registrar certifies that the counter-petition has 
been signed as mentioned in subsection (2) of section 61, the petition 
shall not be granted. 

(2) If the Registrar certifies that the counter-petition has not 
been so signed, or if no counter-petition as mentioned in section 60 
a,nd in the prescribed form, is presented to the Minister within the 
time fixed by the notice under that section, the Minister shall, by a 
notice in the prescribed form, published in the Gazette and in two 
newspapers circulating in the shopping district, declare as provided 
by secti~n 59. (3) The 
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(3) The date fixed by the last-mentioned notice shall be not 
earlier than fourteen days after the publication of the Gazette con­
taining the notice, 

63. From the date fixed by a notice under section 59 Effect of notice, 
or 62- Ibid.~ B. 62. 

) II h f h la . d' h . h' h ]572,1923, s. 23. 
(a a sops 0 t e c ss mentlOne ill t e notIce, w IC are 

situated in the shopping district, shall cease to be 
exempted shops within the meaning and for the purposes 
of this Act; and 

(b) the closing times of such shops shall be the times declared 
in the notice ; and 

(c) the goods specified in the notice shall cease to be exempted 
goods within the meaning and for the purposes of this 
Act, at all times when shops of the class mentioned in 
the notice which are situated in the shopping district 
are required to be kept closed and fastened against the 
admission of the public. 

64. (1) Where any class of shops which are situated in any Provision with 

shopping district ceased to be exempted before the twenty-third day ~:::a~::!~ ~~ops 
of December, nineteen hundred and eleven (being the date of the exeD?pted before 
passing of The Early Closing Act, 1911), the Minister may, by notice i:~~.ng of Act 1062. 

in the prescribed form published in the Gazette and in two news- 1572,1923, s. 24. 

papers circulating in the shopping district, declare the goods w hillh 
strictly pertain to the principal business carried on in the said 
shops, and that, from a date fixed by the notice, the said goods 
shall cease to be exempted goods. 

(2) Upon the publication of the notice, the declaration shall, 
mutatis mutandis, have the same force and effect as if it had been 
made in the notice under section 59 or section 62 of this Act with 
respect to the said class of shops. 

65. Notwithstanding any notice under section 53, 55, 59, or Prescribe~medicines 
2 . . f h' A t h h' l' t may be dIspensed 6 , or any provIsIon 0 t IS C, W en any suc notice app les 0 in any case. 

chemists' and druggists' shops, it shall still be lawful for the shop- Ibid., s. 63. 

keeper of any such shop, or his accredited representative, situated 
in the shopping district, at any time and on any weekday or Sunday, 
to dispense and sell medicine and to open his shop for that purpose, 
and for any person to enter the shop for the purpose of obtaining 
medicine: Provided that-

I. nothing else is sold or delivered on such occasion; 
II. the snop is not kept open or unfastened after the delivery 

of the medicine. 

66. (1) The times set out in any petition under section 57 of this Peti~ion under 

A t . k "f . t' d I' t' section 56 may C may ma e prOVISIon or re-openmg Imes an re-c osmg ImeS, apply for re-
as well as for closing times; and in such case, if, under Division IV. openl~ an~ 
f P V f h' A 1... - f th I ifi d' th t't' re-c. osmg tImes, as o art . 0 t IS ct, SuupS 0 e c ass spec e m e pe 1 lon, well as for closing 

which times. 
D-1744 1104,1912, B. 29, 
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which are situated in any shopping district, cease to be exempted 
shops, sections 37, 38, 41, 43, and 45 of this Act shall cease to apply 
in respect of those shops at and from any such re-opening time for 
any day, but shall again apply at and from any such re-closing time 
for such day. 

(2) Any such petition may also as regards chemists' and drug­
gists' shops make provision for opening and closing and re-opening 
and re-closing times on Sundays; and in such case, if, under the 
said Division IV., shops of the class specified in the petition which 
are situated in any shopping district, cease to be exempted shops, 
sections 37 and 46 of this Act shall cease to apply in respect of those 
shops at and from any such opening or re-opening time on Sundays, 
but shall again apply at and from any such closing or re-closing 
time on Sundays. 

DIVISION V.-ALTERATION OF CLOSING TIMES IN SHOPS WHICH 

HAVE CEASED TO BE EXEMPTED. 

Petiti~n for. cha.~ge 67. (1) When any class of shops has ceased to be exempted 
of closmg tune m D' ., IV f P V f h' A' d l' . shops which have pursuant to IVlSlon . 0 art . 0 t 18 ct, an c osmg tlIDes 
ceased to be exempt. with or without re-opening and re-closing times have been fixed 
1687, 1925, s. 18. for those shops pursuant to the said Part, a petition may be 

Procedure when 
petition presented. 
Ibid., s. 19. 

presented to the Minister by a majority of the aggregate number of 
shopkeepers of and shop assistants employed in or about or engaged 
in connection with those shops praying that the closing times and 
if desired the re-opening and re-closing times shall lJe altered to 
those mentioned in the petition. 

(2) Every such petition shall be in the prescribed form and shall 
be verified in the prescribed manner. 

(3) If a petition presented under this section with regard to any 
class of shops is granted no further petition with regard to the 
same class of shops situated in the same shopping district shall 
be presented within three years of the presentation of the petition 
presented as aforesaid. 

(4) If a petition presented under this section with regard to any 
class of shops is not granted no further petition with regard to the 
same class of shops situated in the same shopping district shall be 
presented within one year of the date of the petition as aforesaid. 

(5) The closing times specified in a petition under this section 
shall not be later than those in force in the shopping district to 
which the petition relates at the time of the presentation of such 
petition. 

68. (1) Upon the presentation of a petition under the next pre­
ceding section the Minister shall refer the same to the Registrar for 
the shopping district, who shall examine the signatures thereto. 

(2) If the Registrar is of opinion tbat the petition has been signed 
by a majority of the shopkeepers of the class of shops specified 

therein 
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therein which are situated in the shopping district, he shall certify 
to the Minister in writing that it has been so signed. 

(3) If the Registrar is of opinion that the petition has not been 
signed 'as mentioned in subsection (2) hereof, but that it has been 
signed as required by the next preceding section, he shall certify 
to tlie Minister in writing that it has been so signed. 

PART V. 

DIVISION V. 

69. (1) If the Registrar certifies as mentioned in subsection (2) of Effect of petition. 
the next preceding section, the Minister shall, by a notice in the Ibid., B. 20. 
prescribed form published in the Gazette and in two newspapers 
circulating in the shopping district declare that the closing times, 
and if the case requires, the re-opening and re-closing times of the 
shops mentioned in the petition shall be altered as prayed by the 
petition. 

(2) If the Registrar certifies as mentioned in subsection (3) of the 
next preceding section the Minister shall publish in the Gazette and 
in two newspapers eirculating in the shopping district-

(a) the Registrar's eertificate; and 
(b) a notice in the prescribed form, 

fixing a time, being not less than one month from the latest of such 
publications, within which a counter-petition, signed by shop­
keepers of the class of shops specified in the petition, which are 
situated in the shopping district, and praying that the petition be 
not gral),ted, may be presented to the Minister. 

70. (1) If within the time fixed by the notice under the next Procedure on and 

preceding section a counter-petition as mentioned in that section, ~:~cte~f. etiti 
and in the prescribed form, is presented to the Minister, he shall lbi:', B. ~J. on. 
refer such counter-petition to the Registrar. 

(2) The Registrar shall thereupon examine the signatures to the 
counter-petition, and shall certify in writing to the Minister whether 
it has, or has not been signed by at least three-fifths of the shop­
keepers of shops of the class specified in the petition, which are 
situated within the shopping district. 

(3) If the Registrar certifies that the counter-petition has been 
signed as mentioned in subsection (2) the petition shall not be 
granted. 

(4) If the Registrar certifies that the counter-petition has not 
been so signed, or if no counter-petition as mentioned in the next 
preceding section, and in the prescribed form, is prE'sented to the 
Minister within the time fixed by the notice under that section, the 
Minister shall, by a notice in the prescribed form, published in the 
Gazette and in two newspapers circulating in the shopping district, 
declare as provided by the next preceding section 

7l. The provisions of section 74 of this Act shall apply with ~ersons .e!ltitled to 
respect to petitions and counter-petitions under sections 68 and 70 :~ X:~~tlOns under 

of this Act. lbia., B. 22. 
DIVISION 



2'8 170 GEORGIl V, No. 1744. 

PART v.· 

DIVISION VI. 

Only exempted 
goods to be sold 
after hours. 
ct. 1572, 1923. s. 4. 

If shop open, goods 
exposed to view 
deemed to be 
exposed for sale. 

For purpose of 
certificate only 
registered shops to 
be regarded. 
1104, 1912, s. 30. 

Petition as to 
exempted shops 
only to be signed 
by person who has 
notified his class of 
shop. 
Ibid., s. 31. 
1687, 1925, s. 11. 

Early Closing Act.-1926. 
-----------------

DmSIoN VI.-. ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS AS TO THE CLOSING OF 
SHOPS. 

72. (1) If in, about, or from any shop allY goods, not being 
exempted goods, are sold or offered or exposed for sale on any 
weekday after the olosing time fixed by this Aot for shops other than 
tobaooonists' shops, or on Sunday, the shopkeeper of suoh shop 
shall be guilty of an offenoe against this Aot. 

Penalty-For first offence, Ten Pounds; for any subsequent offence, 
Twenty-five Pounds. 

(2) In the case of any shop, the last preceding subsection shall be 
oonstrued relatively to the shopping district in which that shop is 
situate. 

(3) In any prooeedings for an offence against this section, 
evidenoe--

(a) that the shop ~as open; and 

(b) that goods were exposed to view in the shop or in a window 
thereof, or were in a oupboard, showoase, or other con­
tainer, whioh window, cupboard, show-case, or container 
was not locked, or were covered or screened merely with 
a cloth, paper,or other similar material, 

shall be conclusive evidence that such goods were exposed for sale. 

73. For the purpose of any oertificate required by section 52, 55, 
58." or 61 of this Aot, the Registrar shall have regard only to the' 
shopkeepers of suoh shops as are, at the time, registered under 
Part IV. of this Aot, and to the shop assistants employed in or about 
or engaged in oonnection with the shops so registered. 

74. (1) No shopkeeper shall be entitled to sign a petition or 
oounter-petitio~ un~er seotion ~1, 54, l?7, or 60 of ~his Aot, unless 
he has, by notl0e Slgned by hIm and In the presorlbed form, and 
delivered to the Re~istrar for the shopping distriot in w hioh his 
shop is situated, stated to which class of exempted shops his shop 
belongs. 

(~) Notices delivered by a shopkeeper under subseotion (1) of this 
seotion may state different classes of shops: Provided that--

(a) not more than one olass is stated in respect of one and the 
same shop; and 

(b) the shops to which the notioes relate are not situated in 
the same building nor in adjoining buildings. 

(3) When a shopkeeper has by a notice under this seotion stated 
that any shop belongs to a olass of exempted shops, no notice under 
this seotion whereby he states that such shop belongs to another 

class 
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class of exempted shops shall be valid, if the last-mentioned notice is 
delivered within a period of three years- . 

(a) from the date of the delivery of the notice first mentioned 
in· this subsection; or 

(b) from the presentation of a petition under section 51 or 57 of 
this Act with respect to shops of the class mentioned 
in the said first-mentioned notice, which are situated in 
the same shopping district as such shop: 

Provided that this subsection shall not apply to any person who 
has delivered a notice stating that his shop belongs to the class of 
(heretofore) exempted shops consisting of tobacconists shops. 

(4) No shop assistant shall be entitled to sign a petition under 
section 51 or 57 of this Act, unless he has by notice signed by himself 
and in the prescribed form, and delivered to the Registrar for the 
shopping district in which the shop in, or in connection with, which 
he is employed, is situated, stated in which, or in connection with 
which, of the classes of exempted shops he is employed. 

(5) When a shop assistant has by a notice under this section 
declared that he is employed in, or in connection with, a shop of 
any class, no notice under this section whereby he states that he is 
employed in, or in connection with, a class of exempted shops other 
than that mentioned in the first-mentioned notice shall be valid, if 
the last-mentioned notice is delivered within a period of three years--

(a) from the date of the delivery of the notice first mentioned 
in this subsection, or 

(b) from the presentation of a petition under section 51 or 57 of 
this Act with respect to shops of the class mentioned in 
the said first-mentioned notice which are situated in the 
same sh?pping district. as the shop i~ or in conne~tion 
with whICh he was employed at the-tune of the delivery 
of the said first-mentioned notice. 

(6) The Registrar for each shopping district shall note in the 
register kept by him all statements made by valid notices under 
this section, and for the purposes of any certificate required by section 
52, 55, 58, or 61 of this Act the Registrar shall not have regard to 
any shopkeeper or shop assistant who, under the provisions of this 
section, is not entitled to sign the petition or counter-petition to 
which such certificate relates. 

(7) For the purposes of this section, each of the divisions of the 
Third Schedule to this Act, numbered 1 to 13 respectively, shall be 
deemed to refer to one class of exempted shops. 

(8) No 'person shall sign any petition or counter-petition which, 
by reason of the provisions of this section he is not entitled to sign 
nor shall any person sign any petition or counter-petition unless he 
is under the provisions of section 51,54,57, or 60 of this Act (accord­
ing to the circumstances of the case), qualified to sign such petition 
or counter-petition. 

Penalty-Twenty Pounds. 75. Whenever, 

29 
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75. Whenever, under Division IV. of Part V. of this Act any shop 
ceases to be an exempted shop: and the closing times for that shop 
do not provide for the closing thereof at or befole one o'clock on 
some weekday in every week and for keeping such shop closed for 
the remainder of such day, the provisions of section 50 of this Act 
shall, notwithstanding anything in this Act, apply to that shop in 
the same manner as if it were still an exempted shop. 

76. Notwithstanding anything in this Act, it shall be lawful for 
shop assistants, whose ordinary employment, or part of whose 
ordmary employment, is the preparation or serving of meals or 
refreshments, to be so employed until two o'clock on any day, and 
as regards any such case, sections 50 and 75 of this Act shall be read 
as if "two o'clock" were substituted for" one o'clock" wherever 
" one o'clock" is mentioned. 

77. On any weekday from the closin~ time for shops other than 
exempted shops until the closing time for tobacconists' shops, the 
goods mentioned in the Fifth Schedule shall be deemed to be 
exempted goods within the meaning of and for the purposes of this 
Act. 

DIVISION VI.-LIMITATION OF WORKING HOURS OF YOUNG 
PERSONS. 

78. (1) No shopkeeper shall employ in or about, or eI~gage in 
connection with, any shop a person under the age of sixteen years-

(a) for more than fifty-two hours in any week; or 

(b) for more than nine hours in any day except on one day 
in a week, when such employment may extend to eleven 
hours. 

Penalty-For first oftence, Ten PoUnds; for any subsequent offence, 
Twenty-five Pounds. 

(2) The Minister may, by writing under his hand, as regards any 
person named therein, extend the limit fixed by subdivision (b) of 
subsection (1) to twelve hours, but no such extension shall apply 
in respect of more than forty days in any year. 

(3) Where any shop is a factory within the meaning of the 
Industrial Code, 1920, and the limitations upon the hours of employ­
ment fixed by this section conflict with or differ from the limitations 
upon the hours of employment of persons under sixteen years of 
age fixed by or under the said Act, the last-mentioned limitations 
shall prevail. 

PART VI. 
LEGAL PROCEDURE. 

Offences to be 79 (1) 
reported to Minister, •• • Every offence against this Act shall be reported to the 
who may direct Minister. 
prosecution. 
Ibid., 8. 65. (2) No proceedings for any such offence shall be taken without 

the consent in writing of the Minister. (3) Such 
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(3) Such consent may be proved by the production of a document 
in the form in the Sixth Schedule, or to the like effect, purporting 
to be signed oy the Minister. 

(4) Proceedings may be taken by an inspector or by a member 
of the Police Force. 

PART VI. 

80. (1) In proceedmgs in respect of offences against this Act Onus of proof. 

the onus shall ble on the defendant to prove- Ibid., s. 66. 
1104, 1912, s. 34. 

I. that the person, firm, company, corporate body, or asso- 1572 1923 s.25. 

ciation named in the complaint is not the shopkeeper: " 

II. that the goods alleged in the complaint to have been sold, or 
offered, or exposed for sale, were not sold, or offered, 
or exposed for sale : 

III. that a person named in. the complaint as being a shop 
assistant of the defendant, or of any other person, was 
not such an assistant: 

IV. that a shop mentioned in the complaint as being within a 
specified shopping district is not therein : 

v. that the complainant is not an inspector or a member of 
the Police Force: 

VI. that any place alleged to be or to have been a shop is not 
or was not a shop within the meaning of t~s Act. 

(2) The allegations contained in the complaint fo!' an offence 
against this Act shall be deemed proved in the absence of satisfactory 
proof by the defendant to the contrary. 

31 

(3) In any proceedings for an offence against section 38 or section Presence in.shop of 

h h . . f h II d ff' b 'ld' customer Wlth 46 t e presence at t e tlme 0 tea ege 0 ence m or on any Ul mg goods evidence of 
or premises, of which the shop mentioned in the-complaint forms a sale in some cases. 

part, of any person (other than the shopkeeper of the said shop or a 
member of his family) who has in his possession any goods of a 
class usually sold in, about, or from such shop, under such circum-
stances as to raise in the mind of the Court a reasonable suspicion 
t.hat the goods were sold or delivered in or on such building or 
premises shall be sufficient evidence of the offence alleged in the 
complaint so as to support a con.viction unless the Court is satisfied 
that the goods were not sold or delivered in or on the building or 
premises in contravention of the provisions of this Act. 

81. If a person is shown to have been employed or to have been Pres~mption in 
. 1 h I h b d' certam cases. present at, ln, or a lout a s op or p ace, or to ave een engage III Ib'd 67 

connection with a shop or place, under such circumstances as in the 1., S. • 

opinion of the Court adjudicating raise a suspicion that such 
employment or engagement was contrary to this Act, the offence 
charged shall be deemed proved in the absence of satisfactory proof 
by the defendant to the contrary. 

82. Where 
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82. Where an offence for which a shopkeeper is liable to a 
penalty under this Act has in fact been committed by another person, 
that other person shall be liable to the same penalty as if he were 
the shopkeeper. 

83. (I) A shopkeeper charged with an offence against this' Act 
may, upon complaint laid by him, have any persoll whom he charges 
as the actual offender brought before the Court at the time appointed 
for hearing the charge. 

(2) If, after the commission of the offence has been proved, the 
shopkeeper satisfies the Court-

(a) that he has used due diligence to enforce the provisions of 
this Act; and 

(b) that, without his know ledge, consent, or connivance, the 
said other person committed the offence in question, 

the said other person shall be summarily convicted of the offence, 
and the shopkeeper shall be exempt from any penalty. 

84. The complainant shall, in the first instance, proceed against the 
person w hom he believes to be the actual offender, without proceeding 
against the shopkeeper, whenever it is made to appear to his satis­
faction at the time of discovering the offence-

(a) that the shopkeeper has used all due diligence to enforce 
the observance of this Act; and 

(b) by whom the offence was committed; and 

(c) that the offence was committed without the know ledge, 
consent, or connivance of the shopkeeper, and ill contra­
vention of his orders. 

85. No complaint in respect of an offence against this Act shall 
be heard before a Justice who is a shopkeeper, or an assistant or 
employee in a shop. 

86. (I) All proceedings for offences against this Act shall be 
heard and determined in a summary way by a Special Magistrate 
or two Justices. 

87. No member of the Police Force or inspector who purchases 
any goods, and n<> person who purchases any goods at the request 
of a member of the Police Force or an inspector, shall be deemed an 
accomplice or guilty of an offence against this Act where any com­
plaint has been laid for such offence, nor shall the evidence of such 
member of the Police Force or inspector or of such person be deemed, 
on the hearing of such complaint, to be the evidence of an accomplice. 

!:g~t:~t;:e:C:Yof 88. The Special Magistrate or Justices sitting at or on the hearing 
aocomplice.s without of any complaint under this Act may, if in the circumstances of the 
~~~:~~~,a:~~~3. case· they deem it proper, convict the person accused upon the 
Ibid., 8. 33. uncorroborated 
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uncorroborated evidence of an accomplice ; nor shall he or they 
acquit the person accused merely on the ground that the only evidence 
against him is the uncorroborated evidence of an accomplice, unless, 
in the circumstances of the case, he or they suspect the truth of such 
evidence; and there shall be no appeal from any conviction merely 
on the ground that the only evidence against the accused was the 
uncorroborated evidence of an accomplice. 

PART VII. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

89. No person shall-

PART VI. 

PART VII, 

• 

False entries, 
declarat.ions, &c. 

(a) wilfully make a false entry in any book, register, certifi- Ibid" s, 77. 

cate, list, record, declaration, notice, or document by this 
Act required to be kept, made, served, or sent; or 

(b) wilfully make or sign a false declaration or return under 
this Act; or 

(0) make use of any such entry, declaration, or return, knowing 
the same to be false, 

Penalty-One Hundred Pounds, or imprisonment for one year, 

33 

90. Any petition under this Act shall be deemed to be duly Mo~~ of presenting 

d 'f d I' d t th M' 't' ffi t th M' , t th petitIons presente 1 e IVere ,a e lUIS er s 0 ce, 0 e mis er or e Ib'd ;8 
Secretary or acting Secretary to the M.inister. I "s, , 

91. (1) 'Every signature to a petition or counter-petition pre- Sig?-~tures to 

d h' A hall bifid b h d I ' f petItIons to be sented un er t IS ct sever e y t e ec aratIOn 0 some verified by declara-
person who witnesses the signature; and any signature not so verified tions of witnesses, 

shall be regarded as null and void, 1104, 1912, s, 36. 

(2) Every such declaration shall be in the prescribed form, and 
shall be made before a Justice. 

(3) Any such declaration may, for all purposes except in pro­
ceedings for offences under this section, be accepted as conclusive 
evidence that all signatures purporting to be thereby verified are 
the signatures of the persons whose signatures they are thereby 
declared to be. 

{4} No person shall wilfully make any false statement in any 
declaration under this section. 
Penalty-One Hundred Pounds, or imprisonment for one year. 

92. (1) Where any person has signed any petition under this Act, Restriction o~ 
d th h 'd t t't' I t' th persons who sIgned an e same person as slgne a coun er-pe 1 IOn re a mg to e petition signing 

same matter as the petition, the signature of such person to the counter'petition, 

counter-petition shall be regarded as a nullity for all purposes: 
Provided that if the person signing the counter-petition as aforesaid 

E-I744 appends 
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PART VII. 

Conolusiveness of 
eleotoral rolls. 

Ibid., s. 79. 
1104, 1923, s. 33. 
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appends to his signature the word "reversing" then in such a case 
the signature of such person to the petition shall be regarded as a 
nullity for all purposes. 

(2) This section shall not apply where the oounter-petition is one 
presented under section 12 of this Act praying that a week day other 
than the day stated in the petition shall be the compulsory half­
holiday in aproposed Sho'pping District. 

93. For the purpose of any petition, certificate, or statement· 
Ullder this Act the electoral rolls in foroe at the time of the presenta­
tion of such petition, or of the signing of such certificate or statement, 
as the case may be, shall be accepted as correct, and their correctness 

.- shall not be inquired into by any Court, tribunal, or person whatso­
ever. 

Evidence that 
petition duly 
signed. 
Ibid., s. 80 • 
1104, 1912, s. 37. 

Fee for petition and 
oounter·petition to 
be One Pound. 
1572,1923, B. 31. 

Gazelle to I,e 
evidence of 
published docu. 
Il'ents. 

Regulations. 

Expenses to be paid 
out of moneys 
prodded by 
Parlia.ment. 

94. The production of the Gazette containing what purports to 
be a copy of a certifioate of the Returning Officer for the State 
or of a Registrar, that a petition or counter-petition has been duly 
signed as required by any provision of this Act shall be conclusive 
evidence that it has been so signed, and, if the number is stated, of 
the number of persons being entitled to do so who signed the petition 
or counter-petition. 

95. There shall be payable to the Minister on the presentation 
of every petition or counter-petition under this Act the fee of One 
Pound, and no such petition or counter-petition shall be deemed 
duly presented nor shall it be acted upon unless and until such fee 
is paid to the Minister. 

96. The production of the GazeUe containing what purports to 
be a copy of a Proclamation, declaration, notice, or other document 
purporting to be made under the authority of this Act shall be 
conclusive evidence of the making of that Proclamation, declaration, 
notice, or other document, and of the contents thereof, unless the 
Minister, or the person by whom the same purports to have been 
made, by writing under his hand, certifies the contrary. 

97. The Governor may make regulations prescribing all matters 
which are by this Act required or permitted to be prescribed, or the 
prescribing of which is contemplated by this Act, or which may be 
necessary or convenient for carrying out the provisions or objects of 
this Act. 

98. All moneys required for the purposes of this Act shall be 
paid out of moneys provided by Parliament for the purpose of this 
Act. . 

In the name and on behalf of His Majesty, I hereby assent to 
this Bill. . 

TOM BRIDGES, Governor. 

SCHEDULES. 
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SCHEDULES. 

THE FIRST SCHEDULE. 

Number of Aot. Short Title. Extent of 
Repeal. 

1062 of 1911 ... The Early Closing Act, 1911 ... : . ........... The whole 
1104 of 1912 ... The Early Closing Act Amendment Act, 1912 .... The whole 
1572 of 1923 ... Early Closing Act Amendment Act, 1923 ........ The whole 
1616 of 1924 ... Early Closing Act Amendment Act, 1924 . ..... The whole 
1643 of 1924 ... Early Closing (Renmark) Act, 1924 ........... The whole 
1687 of 1925 ... Early Closing Act Amendment Act, 1925 ...... The whole 

THE SECOND SCHEDULE. 

THE FOLLOWING GOODS ARE HEREBY DECLARED TO BE EXEMPTED GOODS:- -

1. Cooked food, butter and cheese in quantities not exceeding two ounces of 
either i~ anyone purchase, tea, coffee, or cocoa, in solution, cooked 
meat (not being tinned meat in _ unopened tins), bread, rolle, cake, 
tarts, pies, fresh fish, smoked fish, and cooked fish (not being tinned 
fish in unopened tins), oysters, spirituous and fermented liquors, as 
allowed by licence under the Licensing Act, 1917, and not otherwise, 
and non-alcoholic drinks. 

2. Confectionery, sweetmeats, biscuits. 
3. Non-alcoholic drinks, milk, cream, ice, and ice ('ream. 
4. Fruit (other than preserved fruit in unopened tins or in airtight pa('kages). 
5. Flowers and living plants. 
6. Vegetables of every description (other than vegetables in unopened tins or 

in airtight packages). 
7. Wines as allowed by licence under the Licensing Act, 1917, and not other~ 

wise. 
S. Drugs, mediciner., medical and surgical instruments and appliances, including 

veterinary medicines, implements, and appliances, perfumery, anti­
septicF', tooth, hair, and skin brushes, sponge'l, face powders and puffs, 
infanta' foods, hair oils, hair washf',s, and shaving soaps. 

9. Printed books, newspapers, magazinp.s, and journal!!. 
10. Coffins and coffin furniture. 

THE THIRD SCHEDULE. 

EXEMPTED SHOPS. 

l. Chemists' and druggists' shops. 
2. Restaurants and eating houses. 
3. Cooked meats other than tinned meats, bakers' small goods and bread, fish 

and oyster shops. 
4. Confectionery shops. 
5. Non-alcoholic drink shops • 
. 6. Fruit shops. 

7. Flower 

Seotion 2 

Seotion 4 

~lIotion 4. 



36 

Sectiun 33 

Section 72. 

Section 74. 

170 GEORGII V, No. 1744. 

Early Closing Act.-1926. 

7. Flower shops. 
8. Vegetable' shops. 
9. Book shops, newsvendors' shops, and book-stalls. 

10. Undertakers' shops or places of business. 
11. Public-houses and licensed wine shops. 
12. Milk shops. 
13. Hairdressers' shops and saloons. 

THE FOURTH SCHEDULE. 

A. The feelll for re!d2tration undPr this Act shall be as follows:-
£ $. d. 

1. Where no assistants are employed . . • . . . . . . . . . • . • 0 5 0 
2. Where at least 1 and not more than 6 assistants are 

employed • • • . • • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . 0 10 0 
3. Where more than 6 and not more than 12 ass:stants 

are employed •.•...•.....•.•.......•...... 1 0 0 
4. Where more than 12 and not more than 25 assistant!" 

are employed ••......•.•...........•....•. 1 10 0 
5. Where more than 25 and not mor~ than 50 assistants 

are,employed •.•.........• '............... 2 0 0 
6. Where more than 50 assistants are employed •..•. 2 10 0 

Provided that in the case of a shop registered between the 31st day of January 
and the 31st day of July in any year, the fees shall be at half the above rates. 

B. The fees for renewal of registration shall be at the same rates as above, payable 
annually. 

In computing the number of assistants for the purpose of this schedule, no regard 
shall be paid to the wife, or any son or daughter of the shopkeeper, employed in 
the shop. 

THE FIFTH SCHEDUI.E. 

GoODS DEEMED TO BE EXEMl'TED GOODS FROM THE CLOSING TIME FOR SHOPS 
OTHER THAN EXEMPTED SHOPS UNTIL THE CLOSING TIME FOR TOBACCONISTS' 
SHOPS:-

1. Tobacco, cigars, cigarettes, cigarette papers, snuff, tobacco pipes, cigar 
and cigarette holders and cases, matches, matchboxes, and tobacco 
pouches. 

THE SIXTH SCHEDULE. 

" Early Closing Act, 1926." 
Ooment of Minister. 

I, the Hon. , the Minister of the Crown administering the 
"Early Closing Act, 1926," hereby consent to proceedings being taken by (1) 

, against (2) , for an alleged offence 
under the" Early CloPin!!: Act, 1926." 

(1) Here Insert the name of the proposed Informant, and: state whether a member of the PoUco Foree 
or an Inspector of shops. 

(2) Here Insert full name, addIesB. and ocoupation of proposed defendant. 

EARLY 
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Table showing how the Sections of the Acts Oonsolidated have been dealt with. 

Section of Repealed 
Act. 

The Early Closing 
Act, No. 10620f 
1911-

s. 1 ....... . 
s. 2 (1) ••..• 
s. 2 (2) •.... 
s. 3 ....... . 
s. 4 ..••••.. 

s.5(1) •.... 
s. 5 (2) ... .. 
s. 6 (1) ... .. 
s. 6 (2), (3) .. . 
s. 7 ....... . 
s. 8 ...... .. 

s. 9 .••••••• 
s.10 •....... 

s. 11 (1) ... .. 
s. 11 (2) .... . 
s.12 (1) ..... . 
s. 12 (2) ..... . 
s. 12 (2) .... .. 
s. 13 (1) .... .. 
s. 13 (2) .... .. 
s. 14 ........ . 
s. 15 ........ . 
s. 16 ........ . 
s. 17 ........ . 
s.18 ........ . 
8.19 ........ . 
s. 20 ........ . 
s. 21 •........ 
s. 22 ••••••••• 
s. 23 ........ . 
s. 24 •........ 
s. 25 ........ . 
s. 26 ..•...... 
s.27 ....... .. 
s. 28 ........ . 
s.29 ....... .. 
s. 30 ........ . 
s. 31 •..••..•. 

Remarks. 

Short title .............................. . 
Date of operation. Had its effect ........ . 
Omitted as unnecessary ................. . 

As' ~:r;e~d~d by iio4: '191i, ·~.·3 ~ . i572: i923: I 
s. 3. Definitions of "Gazette" "Justice" 
"Minister" "regulation" "The Court" 
"The State" and "This Act" omitted, 
being provided for in Acts Interpretatio:p. 
Act ........................... ' .... ' 

. .......................................... " .................... . 
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tation Act, s. 30 ...................... . 

Repeal section ......................... . 
Altered so as to provide for continuance of the 

shopping districts mentioned in this section 
and all other districts ................ .. 

As amended by 1104,1912, s. 5 .......... . 
As re-enacted by 1104, 1912, s. 6 ......... . 

As enacted by 1104, 1912, s. 7 ........... . 
As amended by 1104, 1912, s. 8 .......... . 

As amended by 1572, 1923, s. 6 .......... . 
As amended by 1104, 1912, s. 9 .......... . 
As extended by 1104, 1912, s. 10 ......... . 
As enacted by ibid., s. 11 ............... .. J R.pealed by ;bid., s. 11 .. : ............. . 

As amended by ibid., s. 12 .............. .. 
As amended by ibid., B. 9 ................ . 
As amended by ibid., s. 13 .............. .. 

As amended by ibid., s. 28 ............... . 
Repealed by ibid., s. 15 ................ .. 

co The Industrial Code," 1920, substituted for 
The Factories Act, 1907 ............... . 

Section of 
Consolidating 

Act. 

3 

4 
5 (1) 
72 

6 (1) 
6 (2), (3) 

7 

8 
9 (1) 
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10 (1) 
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Table showing how the Sections oj the Acts Oonsolidated have been dealt with-contd. 

Section of Repealed 
Act. -

The Early Cloaing 
Act, No. 1062 of 
1.911-

a. 32 ........ . 
8.33 ....•.... 
8.34 ....•.... 
8.35 ........ . 
8.36 •........ 
8.37 ........• 
s. 38 ........ . 

8.39 .......•. 
8.4:0 ....••••• 
8.41 ........ . 
8.42 ..•. , ... . 
8.43 •....•.. , 
8. 44 •.•.••••• 
8. 45 •........ 
8.46 ........ . 
8.47 •........ 
8.48 .. , ..... . 
8.49 ...... , .. 
8.50 ........• 
a. 51 ... : ..•.. 
a. 52 .....•... 
8.53 ......•.. 
8.54 ..•..... , 
8.55 •...•.... 
a.56 ........ . 
8.57 .•......• 
8.58 ........ . 
8.59 •........ 
8. 6f) .. , ..... . 
8.61 •.•..•... 
s. 62 •.....•.. 
8.63 ........ . 
8.64 •...•. , .. 

8.65 ...••.... 
8.66 ••.•..... 

8.67 •.....•.. 
8.68 •.••..•.• 
8.69 •........ 
8.70 ...•....• 
8.71 ........• 

8.72 ...• 0· •••• 

8.73 (1) ...... 

s. 73 {2) •••••• 

8.74 •••..••.. 

Remarks. 

Aa amended and extended by 1572, 1923, tI. 9 
As extended by ibid., s. 10 .............. .. 
Aa extended by ibid., s. 12 ............... . 
Aa amended by ibid., ll. 13, and 1616, 1924, s. 4 
A8 re-enacted by ibid., 8. 14,and amended by 

1616, 1924, 8. 5 ....................... . 

As amended by 1104, 1912, 8. 19 ......... . 

As amended by ibid., s. 20 .............. .. 
A8 amended by ibid., s. 21 ............... . 
As amended by ibid., s. 22 ............... . 
A@ re-enacted by ibid., s. 23 ............. . 
As amended by 1572, 1923, s. 18 ......... . 
As amended by ibid., 8. 19 ............... . 
As amended by ibid., 8. 18 ............... . 

As amended by 1104, 1912, 8. 25 ......... . 

}As re-enacted by ibid., a. 26 ............ . 

." ......................... " ............................ . 
Aa amended by 1572,1923, s. 21 ......... . 
...... "" ...... """" .... "" .. """",,.,, ...... ,,"" " 

As extended by ibid., a. 22 ............... .. 
As amended by 1104, 1912, s. 27 ......... . 
As re-enacted by ibid., s. 28 .......•...... 
ABre-enacted by ibid., R. 28 ............. . 

. As extended by 1572, 1923, P. 23 ......... . 
...... ,," ... " .. "" .. " .. "" .. """""""" .... ,,",, .... 
The" Indu.qtrial Code, 1920," substituted for 

" The Factoriea Acts, 1907 to 1910" ..... 

As extended by 1104, 1912, s. 34, and 1572, 
1923,8.25 ..........•....•............ 

.. " .. " " " .. " " " " " ...... " " " " " " " " " . " .. " " " " " " " " " " " " " 

•••• "" •• " ••••••••• "" .... " •••••••• "" ••• oo •• 

.. """""" .... " .. " .. "" .. ;.""" ...... """",. ..... " " 
Omitted. Provided for in section 52 d 

Juatices Act, 1921, and 8. 81 
...... " ............ ,," ........ "" ......... " 
" Informations" 1l.1tered to "proceedings," 

thns preserving effect of s. 71 as to mode of 
dealing with offences .................. . 

Omitted. Provided for in section 9 of Justices 
Act, 1921 
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Justices Act, 1921 
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s. 5 ........ . 
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s. 9 ........ . 
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s. 11 ........ . 
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~. 15 ........ . 
s. 16 .••...... 
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s. 18 •........ 
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s. 20 ........ . 
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s. 24 ........ . 
'.25 ........• 
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Oroitted. Provided for in Part VI. of Just-ices 
Act, 1921. 

As re-enacted by 1104:, 1923, s. 35 ........ . 
As amended by ibid., s. 37 .............. .. 
Omitted. Of no effect since repeal of pro-
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and of subsections (2) and (3), the latter 
subsections being provided for by the Acts 
Interpretation Act, 1915, s. 38 ......... . 
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Amendment of ibid., s. 59 ............... . 
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Amendment of ibid., s. 80 ............... . 
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Short titles ............................ . 
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Early Closing A.ct.-1926. 

Table 81wwing how tke Sections oj the Aets Oonsolidaled have been dealt witk--contd. 

I 
Section of Repealed I 

Aot. Rema.rks. 

I 

I Section of 
! Consolidating 
, Act. 

--------------';------------------------------------
Ea.dy Olosing Act I 

Amendment Act, 
No. 1616 of 1924 

s. 1 ......... . 
s. 2 ...••....• 
s. 3 ......... . 
s. 4 ......... . 
s. 5 •••••..•.• 
~. 6 ....•..... 
s. 7 ........•• 

Early Closing 
(Renmark) Act, 
No. 1643, of 1924 

s. 1 ......... . 
s. 2, ........ . 
8.3 ..••..•... 

Early Closing Act 
Amendment Act, 
No. lti87 of 1925 

8.1. ....... .. 
s. 2 ........ .. 
8.3 ......... . 
8.4 .....•.... 
s. 5 .......... 
8.6 .........• 
s. 7 .......•.. 
8.8 ........ . 
8.9 ........ .. 
8.10 ....•.... 
8.11 ........ . 
8.12 ........ . 
8.13 ....•.... 
8.14 ........ . 
s. 15 ........ . 
s.16 ....... .. 
8.17 ....... .. 
8.18 ........ . 
s. 19 ......... . 
s. 20 •......•• 
s. 21 ....... .. 
8.22 ....... .. 
s. 2:3 •......•• 

Short titles ..............••....••.••••.• 
Incorporation ...........•..•...••..•.•••• 
Amendment of 1062, 1911,8.34 .•......••. 
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Short titles •............•..•............ 
Incorporation ............••....••....•... 
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Short titles .............. ' ........•...••. 
Incorporation ................••.....•..•. 
Amendment of 1062, 1911, 8. ,1 .... , ... ' ... 

I Amendment of ibid., 8. 5 ....•............. 

Amendment of 1062, 1911, 8. 12 ... , ...... . 
Amendment of ibid., s. 23 ................ . 
.Aniendment of ibid., s. 25 ..............•• 
Amendment of ibid" s. 28 .......... ' ... .. 
Had its effect ...................... ' .... . 

Amendment of 1062, 1911, s. 38 ., ........ . 
Amendment of ibid" s. 39 ................ . 
Amendment of ibid., s. 40 ..............•.. 
Amendment of ibid., s. 46 •...........•.... 
Amendment of ibid., s. 47 •................ 

10 (4) 

8 (3) 

74. (3), proviso 
31 (4) and (5) 

67 
68 
69 
70 
71 
92 
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ANNO DECIMO SEPTIMO 

GEORGII V REGIS. 
A.D. 1926. 

No. 1745. 
All Act to amend the Adelaide Sewers Acts, 1878 to 

1923, and for other purposes. 

[A ssenled 10, November 2511t, I926.] 

BE it Enacted by the Governor of the State of South Australia, 
with the advice and consent of the Parliament thereof, as 

follows: 

1. (1) This Act may be cited as the" Adelaide Sewers Act Further Short titles. 
Amendment Act, 1926". 

(2) The Adelaide Sew~rs Acts, 1878 to 1923, and this Act may 
be cited together as the" Adelaide Sewers Acts, 1878 to 1926". 

(3) The Adelaide Sewers Act is hereinafter referred to as "the No. 106 of 1878. 
principal Act". 

2. This Act is incorporated with the other Acts mentioned in Incorporation. 
section 1 of this Act, and those Acts and this Act shall be read as 
one Act. 

3. The term "Drainage Area" shall from the passing of this Act ~efin~tion of ,. 
and for the purposes of the Adelaide Sewers Acts, 1878 to 1926, Dramage Area. 

mean all land to which, immediat~ly before the passing of this Act, 
the Adelaide Sewers Acts, 1878 to 1923, applied, and also all other 
land declared by proclamation to be a Drainage Area. 

4. Section 23 of the principal Act is amended so as to read as Amendment of 
follows :_ principal Act, 8. 23-

23 (1) 'Th G f t" t t" b I Proclamation of .' . e overnor may rom l,me 0 lme y proc ama- Drainage Area. 
bon declare that any land defined III the proclamation shall _ 
constitute a Drainage Area and the said land shall thereupon, 
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